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INTRODUCTION & BIOGRAPHY

SETTING THE “INVENTIONS” STRAIGHT

In the closing decades of the Ottoman Empire, the Armenian upheaval culminated in tragedy. The
Armenians, formerly identified as a loyal and privileged community, undertook sporadic acts of
insurgency at a time when the Ottoman state was confronted with diverse internal problems in
addition to conflicts with major European powers. The Christian world, incited by their missionaries in
the Ottoman lands, took advantage of unrest there to spur Armenian nationalists into insurrection
against Muslim Turks. Russians, longtime adversaries of the Ottomans, effectively mobilized militant
Armenians to armed rebellion in eastern Anatolia. The Ottoman ruling establishment felt betrayed by
an erstwhile trusted and loyal minority. It was a convulsive period when World War | was raging. The
faltering Ottoman government erred in seeking a solution: It ordered the relocation of masses of
Armenians. Large numbers of those deportees of all ages perished during the long march. What had
been thought of as a practical way out of preventing civil war turned into a massive tragedy! Contrary
to subsequent allegations decades of research have failed to substantiate such charges no order had
been issued for extermination, no planned genocide occurred. As for the losses of life during the
unfortunate deportation, the Ottomans of the time and the Turks of later decades bemoaned the
tragic consequences. Today most Turks of goodwill feel deep sorrow. They feel chagrined that tens
of thousands of people had fallen victim to the ill effects of nationalism, sedition, and foreign
provocation — and a mismanaged relocation attempt.

This bitter harvest of history dating from the final Ottoman era, later became transmogrified into a
smear campaign against the Turkish Republic and her citizens. Starting out as sustained propaganda
it spearheaded such terrorist acts in many world capitals as assassinations of Turkish diplomats, and
culminated in a series of anti-Turkish resolutions passed by numerous national parliaments.

Large segments of the Turkish people, believe that the Armenian tragedy that erupted when the
Ottoman State neared its end had resulted from uprisings. Similar disasters would probably have
taken place in other major states (for example, France, Germany, England or USA) if they were
threatened by secessionist minorities instigated into action by outside powers in the course of a world
war.

Interestingly, in its first forty years the Turkish Republic experienced no recrimination from the
Armenian diaspora or from western governments or parliaments. A new strategy, devised mainly for
rekindling Armenian national consciousness and religious allegiance, was introduced in the mid
1960s with the assassination of Turkey's Consul General in San Francisco. For two decades
thereafter, as many Turkish diplomats was killed by the terrorist organization ASALA, a relentless
propaganda campaign made flagrant accusations against Turkey in order to strengthen the waning
Armenian national awareness and to augment church-attendance. By the 1960s, numerous Armenian
churches in Manhattan had such sparse attendance that some of them had to close! Some ten years
later, all of them reopened - and even a major Cathedral (St Vartan's Cathedral) was constructed.

The diaspora’s campaign against Turkey ranks as one of the most effective propaganda wars waged
in modern times. It persuaded many nations and communities that the Ottoman government
perpetrated genocide and that the successor state, the Republic of Turkey, must be held accountable
even ninety or a hundred years later.
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In the early decades of the Armenian propaganda war, Turkey often chose not to refute the
allegations or challenge the figures even when those seemed exaggerated or fabricated. It contented
itself by making outright denials that anything had happened or it advanced countercharges that large
numbers (or even comparable numbers) of Turks, too, had been killed in the same events.

Silence or unconvincing explanations on the Turkish side strengthened the credence given to the
Armenian assertions. It is only in recent years that Turkey has started to make creditable rebuttals,
exposing some of the charges as fictitious and some of the figures as swollen.

An enlightening advocacy is now produced by Sukrii Server Aya, who has compiled authoritative
evidence extricated from authentic sources. By quoting verbatim from reports, eyewitness accounts,
books and articles, etc. by impartial observes, including some Armenian writers, he exposes a great
deal of sham, prevarication, distortion, and falsification and reveals much brazenly anti-Turkish
prejudice. Many of the excerpts here individually disprove charges and prove that some of them were
pure inventions, or fantasy or figments of irresponsible imagination.

Compiling and presenting an anonymous collection of documents such as the contents of “The
Genocide of Truth” requires tremendous efforts.

This volume has had the benefit of encouragement and moral support from the distinguished Turkish
intellectual and statesman His Excellency Biilent Akarcals, Turkey's former Minister of Health. His
valuable guidance and joint assistance with Prof. Dr. Ates Vuran, Rector of Istanbul Commerce
University, who spared no effort to get this volume published and distributed, must be complimented.
Aside from these two distinguished supporters, many individuals have provided other types of help,
so that such a pioneering collection could see the light of day. My thanks go to them as well.

If readers maintain intellectual integrity, the material in this volume will convince them that not all
propaganda is truthful, but much of it is probably (or at least possibly) chimerical. The Aya book sets
the record straight in many ways, provides a wealth of objective perspectives, and contributes to the
creation of an ambience of balanced judgment and fair play. This collection is an impressively strong
document for the rectification of distortions and disinformation

Talat S. Halman

{Talat Halman served as the first Minister of Culture of the Turkish Republic. Currently he is Professor and
Chairman, Department of Turkish Literature and Dean of Humanities and Letters, Bilkent University. Formerly he
was on the faculties of Columbia, Pennsylvania, and Princeton Universities for many years, and from 1986 to
1996, Professor and Chairman of the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Literatures at New York
University. He served as Ambassador for Cultural Affairs and Turkey’s Deputy Permanent Representative at the
United Nations. He has published more than sixty books (including 12 collections of his own poetry in Turkish
and English) and 3000 articles in Turkish and English. From 1991 to 1995, he served as an elected member of
the UNESCO Executive Board. Currently he is President of the UNICEF Turkish National Committee. He holds
honorary doctorates from Bogazici and Ankara Universities. Honors and awards include Distinguished Service
Awards of the Turkish Academy of Sciences and the Turkish Foreign Ministry, and “Knight Grand Cross, G.B.E.,
The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire”, (counterpart of “Sir") conferred on him by Queen Elizabeth I1.}

<Halman is a RC '51 graduate and served on several Board of Trustees of Istanbul American Colleges. For
more information, please refer to: “CULTURAL HORIZONS” Syracuse Univ. Press, ISBN-08156-8132-1>
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INTRODUCTION & BIOGRAPHY

FOREWORD and SHORT BIOGRAPHY:

The purpose of this compilation is neither to acquit the Ottoman
Administration from the responsibilities of a generally badly managed deportation
or relocation process, nor to degrade the Armenian people as a race or nationality.
Their ulterior motives to create a state, one vaguely promised by Britain, France
and Russia, would have covered several Ottoman provinces stretching from the
Black Sea to the Mediterranean. They were to take advantage of this crucial
political situation in order to fracture the Empire from within, to serve their own
imperialistic purposes.

Right or wrong, the Armenians of eastern Anatolia were persuaded by
Dashnak elements originating from Russia that they deserved an independent
state and that World War | was the opportunity they had been waiting for a long
time. On the other hand, assuming that the Turkish and Russian Armenians would
fight on their side, the Ottomans promised them autonomy. However, this offer was
rejected because of better promises given by Russia and Britain as well as the
revolutionary activities of Armenians serving in the Turkish Army and villages,
which indeed crippled the Ottoman Army, first during the disastrous Sarikamish
Campaign, followed by an immediate revolt in the province of Van in 1915. Though
the Ottoman Empire was finally dissolved, having been split into approximately 10
smaller states, a new Turkish Republic was born in 1923 and tiny Armenia had to
go it alone, this fate, which continues, abated to the present day.

After some 100 years since the first of several reciprocating atrocities
occurred, the issue is kept live on the agenda, for reasons, which do not seem
logical, unless there is material gain for some people who keep poking through the
ashes of the sad history! Before making our minds up in hasty generalization or
unfound, unproven accusations, let us look at some of the written history and
documentation.

| do not claim to be a scholar, historian or novelist. This may be the only
book | leave behind in my life! | make my living through the importation and
distribution of workshop machinery and tools. The reader may construe this work
as a sort of a reader’s protest in the face of some paradoxical, misguided, non-
sensual history books | have read. It is indeed alarming to see just how easy, not
only public, but scholars and politicians are brainstormed by propaganda. Well, |
apologize if what you are about to read leads to a self re-evaluation of your sense
of decency and justice, regarding some well-known dignitaries. As some smart
journalist had written it down back in 1915 (I read and learned not to be “one of the
many dupes” he was referring to!

| was born in 1930 to parents of Turkish descent, in Galati, Romania, an
important port on the Danube River, as the youngest of five siblings. Our parents
had come from Trabzon in the late-19" century to settle in the Danube delta town
of Sulina, populated mainly by Turks. In Romania, we were praised by proverbs
like “Cinistit c& un Turc” (decent like a Turk)! Our closest neighbors were next-door
Greek grocer Platis, with a charming daughter Rita, son Yanis... Behind them lived

VII
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an Armenian doctor and other Rumanian neighbors. We never even thought of
each other’s ethnicity! My father was the very last of the Turkish pilot captains who
worked for “Commissioné Europénne du Danube”, an international organization
with head office in Switzerland! This commission handled the tricky navigation of
larger cargo ships from the mouth of the Black Sea to about 150 miles inland to
Braila. Although our father earned a monthly salary, my two sisters went to the
French school in Galati. As they, all went to school and | was left alone in the
house! | remember crying that | too, wanted to go to school. My father enrolled me
in an elementary school at the age of five rather than the normal accepted age of
seven. By 1939, | had completed four years of Romanian elementary school.
Today, | still can read, speak and understand Romanian. My father was out at work
most days; and since he had to talk to captains of foreign-flagged ships, he could
speak a myriad of foreign languages; good Greek, some French, Italian, and
English, enough to pilot ships through their risky river voyage. As | could read the
papers and listen to the radio, | well remember the “Garda de fer” (Iron Guards) of
the Nazi-like dictator, General Antonescu and his “black-shirt partisans”, (alike the
Nazi brown shirts) some of which were local Armenians. They rounded up all the
Jews in the area, before the start of WWII and placed them on cargo barges
anchored in the middle of the river, which served as detention camps. My father,
being a river captain, was able to go on board some of those “prison barges” (hot
like furnaces in the summer) with news and letters.

In August 1939, Germany and Russia occupied Poland. | remember the
Polish officers with their strange square hats taking refuge in Romania. Russia
occupied the Basarabia Province of Romania (present day Moldava). My father
packed up the house furniture within three days and loaded us onto a Turkish
cargo ship loaded with timber. Thus, while we escaped WWII by arriving at our
motherland, my father had to continue his work during German and later Russian
occupation throughout the war, in order to qualify for his retirement pension.

In Istanbul, due to my poor Turkish and differences in school curriculums, |
had to take the last three years of elementary over again, wasting my valuable
years. | was accepted, to Robert College, the first American Missionary School,
about which you will find many good and bad references later on in this work. My
father died in a maritime accident in 1951 and his body was never recovered. As |
needed to support my family, | was forced to disrupt my engineering studies at the
college. | left to work for a Dutch company that was building a harbor in Zonguldak.
It was at this time when | learned English and Turkish commercial correspondence.
During my final two years of college, which | had left for nearly two years after my
sophomore year, | had classes to attend when | could spare the time on top of my
two jobs. One of these was Purchasing Agent in Istanbul for the Dutch company,
where | had worked as the head of the correspondence department. The other job
was with a Swiss company specialized in farming, road construction machinery
and other engineering material. | graduated from R. C. in 1953 with a BA degree in
Literature, since that branch did not require much homework or attendance, unlike
the Engineering Dept. my classmates graduated! The ‘Chula Vista' Rotary Club
offered me a one-year scholarship in San Diego on journalism! | was silly enough
to ‘let it go’, not wishing to deprive my family of financial support. Around this time,

VIl
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a friend of mine and myself all got together to establish a company. That was the
start of my personal independence in business under my own name. It has been
over 54 years since | got my start in international trading, and | am not retired!

Like my father and the rest of my family, | have always been very liberal-
minded, never having any adverse nationalist or religious inclinations. Dutch,
Greeks, Armenians, Jews, Danes, British, Italians, Swedes and Americans were
and have been always good friends in my business and private life. However, after
the mid-1970s, more than 40 innocent diplomats were killed just for “being Turkish”
by ASALA (Armenian Secret Liberation Army). It was then that | started to hear
about this “genocide tale.” The more | read, the more | became surprised about the
size of bigotry and disinformation. Needless to say that, | have read several
Turkish books, but later | concentrated on neutral history books of reputable
scholars,(see Bibliography for most of them | read and had underlined) and many
Turkish historians, to name but a few, Halil Inalcik, Enver Ziya Karal, Kamuran
Inan, Turkkaya Ataov, llber Ortayli, Yusuf Halacoglu, Bilal Simsir and others! All
authors who do not agree with Armenian charges are insulted as “Denialists” as if
they are paid defenders of the Turkish State’'s stance! Most likely, some will soon
add my name to the same club, but without being able to defy the evidence
provided in this study, or prove any relationship with any State Organization! Then,
one may ask, “who is denying which truth”, or committing the Genocide of Truth!

To balance these historians, | also studied some of the pro-Armenian and
anti-Turkish writers as well and jotted down what escaped their slanders. There are
of course some neutral sources, which are not as tagged yet, as being guilty of not
being “sufficiently anti-Turkish”. This study is a collection of crumbs of information,
for facts, that were already written in excellent and undeniable references to many
authoritative books. This may also explain why “I have not included any of the
above solid (denialist) sources as reference”; | preferred to go the long way, mostly
to Armenian, anti-Turkish or those infrequently read neutral sources.

This book is a compilation of information from a multitude of sources
regrouped and re-classified by me, in order to shed light on particular arguments. |
only use the information written by others, whereas “the responsibility of the truth
belongs to given names”. You will note from the contents that some comments
contradict each other, and some reconfirm or overlap with different words! In short,
when you have the patience to study closely the statements regrouped, as | have
done, the reader will see and judge with his own eyes and intelligence, the past
dramatic events and may shake his head in amazement, as | did myself!

One of the most important factors that drove me to compile this work is the
clear animosities created among people of different religions or nationalities, to
serve the imperialistic or unethical interests of the ‘clever or educated politicians,
always suppressing those less educated, but more innocent’. Look around our
world today and judge the hypocrisy of pursuing a past drama, where incapability,
inability and war conditions dictated bitter deprivations and bi-lateral brutalities
caused by a sense of retaliation and revenge. Prudence and human compassion is
thrown out the window when clear thinking is enslaved by religion or indoctrinated
by animosities. Readers may also refer to Christopher Hitchens’, (Atlantic Books)
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“God is Not Great: How Religion Poisons Everything” in which he comments that
“nobody went to war for atheism”.

This book is not a novel or storybook. | am told it is too long, and | must
shorten it, ‘if | want it to be read’! Frankly, | did not dare to throw away, any of the
various mosaic excerpts. Few persons, who did the proof reading, could not throw
either. However, since this is not a novel, you may pick up any time, any of the
chapters of interest, stop when you got the picture and hopscotch to the next
chapter or page. You will not be losing much or you can go back anytime later!

While this book may shed light on one of the largest global swindles of
humane sympathies or benevolence, the very same conditions persist today, and
just because of effective propaganda and the milking of sympathies, we close our
eyes to the facts of this drama, and regretfully waste our time trying to reveal the
forgeries behind this lie. As you will see from historical evidence provided
henceforth, there was no cause, no time, nor the means for any planned
annihilation, whereby the impossibility has been distorted into a modern tale of
genocide. Turkish archives have been open to researchers for quite some time, but
the Dashnak archives in Boston or Yerevan have not been, (and | guess) will
never be opened! Turkish Prime Minister Tayyip Erdodan challenged Armenia in
front of the world press and said: “our archives are open, you should open yours as
well and let historians study and reach their own conclusions. We are ready to face
our history and settle our accounts, but are you also ready?” The reply came on
Dec.5", 2006 through an interview of Turkish daily New Anatolian with FM Vartan
Oskanian:

“Commenting on the Turkish Government's intention to bring an action in the
International Court on the issue of the Armenian Genocide, Armenian Foreign
Minister Oskanian said: ‘For us, there is no court case, we will never talk about this,
because we grew up with the real evidence, our parents and grandparents(?). That
living evidence of this tragedy are the survivors of genocide. | am the son of one of
them. So, for Armenians, there has never been an issue where we ourselves have
to prove this by going to court to prove that this genocide happened. The question
for us is to get a political solution. Because the issue is neither historical, nor
legal... Turkey has politicized this by pursuing a policy of denial at the state level'.
For Dr. Nilgun Gulcan, argues that Armenia knows that they have ‘no chance in a
legal court’ and adds ‘Genocide, like murder, is a crime, it is a legal matter. You
can’'t accuse anyone without any verdict. You have to go to a court’ if there is a
crime”

The words of FM Oskanyan, speaks of the reliability of the “genocide fanfare”
where the plaintiff is also the court prosecutor, judge and the jury accusing the
alleged criminal of not accepting the allegations made, without a court, defense or
a debate of any sort... Yes, as FM Oskanian said, this is a political
condemnation, without any legal basis! Do you want to join the lynch mob, or
rely on reason?

US Congressman Adam Schiff, defending HS106 which he(?) worded
based on distortions and plain lies, and interviewed by FOX News relative to the
reaction of Turkey and the huge strategic consequences, shamelessly spoke that
he wants TRUTH to be known, a truth he believes based on grand-ma stories he
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“heard” from his Armenian voters. But the huge hypocrisy is that the US Congress
Representatives, when ‘assuming the self-appointed authority to judge’ for the
history of another nation, so far back in time, location and away from their
knowledge, did not deem it necessary, to ask the Turkish side, if they wanted to
say or document anything and thus forestalled TRUTH from being openly exposed!
The irony is that its hypocrite defenders are killing truth!

*|t seems even more clearer to me, that higher levels of civilization
must depend even more heavily on conscientious respect for the importance
of honesty and clarity in reporting the facts, and on a stubborn concern for
accuracy in determining what the facts are.

*Numerous unabashed skeptics and cynics about the importance of
truth (or about the related importance of long established strictures against
plagiarism) have been found among best-selling and prize-winning authors,
among writers of leading newspapers, and among hitherto respected
historians, biographers, memoirists, theorists of literature, novelists - and
even among philosophers, who of all people might reasonably have been

counted on to know better.
<"OnTruth”, Harry G. Frankfurt, Alfred Knopf, NY p.18>

This study may be interpreted as a token for humane values, common to all,
such as decency, not lying-cheating-swindling-stealing-slandering etc. and
need of trust, compassion, respect for other humans, disregarding their ethnicity,
nationality or faiths, beyond their control or personal preferences!

Sukri S. Aya

*Sincere thanks to Mr. Bilent Akarcali (Scholar, Ex-Minister of Culture and Health) who convinced me
to put my knowledge in a book, also to the Istanbul Commerce University team and Rector Prof. Ates
Vuran and several friends who supported me like Yavuz Onderman, Meral Silahtaroglu, Stuart Kline and
others. This book is an appreciation to the memory, and existing warm relations with many friends (too
long to list) of Armenian ethnicity with whom | shared many happy moments of my life. My continued
attachment to those wonderful persons was another incentive for this study. | feel sorry for those who
live on grudge and hatred instead of tolerance and share of life. Truth, compassion and love will prevail
on this drama some day; it always did!

This book is dedicated to the memory of those who brought new dimensions to our thoughts
(George & Mary Williams), and continue to live in our memories, indulging us with a sense of
righteousness, dedication and human compassion.

Xl



FLIER SHEET for the book “THE GENOCIDE OF TRUTH"
ISBN 9789756516249 - Istanbul Ticaret Universitesi, 2008

After printing of the above book, below very important

document has been posted by “ Turkish-Armenians’!
http://armenians-1915.blogspot.com/2008/02/2335-free-e-book-near-east-relief.html

<Full contents of this 28-page report, printed in 1923 by US Government Printing Office can be
viewed at the above link>. (Report on the Near East Relief, Doc.# 192, presented by Mr. Lodge on
67t session of Congress-Senate, on April 22, 1922) A photo of subject document Is shown on the
back. The Relief Organization was approved by the President on Aug.6,1918 and the report gives the
status and audits up to Dec. 31st, 1921. This new “obelisk-like document” sheds more light on the
contents of following chapters of the book:

Ch. 2: “Ottoman Treat of Millets” - It confirms that CUP or Kemalist Turks helped-protected Relief !
Ch. 5: “Marvelous Missionaries” - It confirms that Turks never hindered Missionaries and Relief!
Ch. 7. “Distorting Realism” - It shows that HS 106 (Ch. 24) is an official distortion of above!
Ch.14: “Relocations-Arrivals” - It confirms that the figures of HS 106 and others are wrong!
Ch.15: “Population Controversy” - It proves that figures of Art. 1 of HS 106 and alike are all tall lies!
Ch.16: “Propaganda Fabrication - It shows that HS 106 is a propaganda fabrication of high degree!
Ch.17: “Proven Forgery to distort History"- Self-explanatory involving the supporters of HS 106!
Ch.18: “Charity & Relief Organizations” - It gives detailed a/c $ 52 million Relief to Christians only!
Ch.19: “Famine & Epidemics” - It implies deaths were caused by epidemics, famine and treks!
Ch 24: “The Success of Armenian Lobbies” - It proves that HS 106 Committee was misguided,

Page 4: It states that 300.000 Armenians returned to Cilicia after British-French occupation, but that
they evacuated the region in 1921 after F. Bouillon’s Treaty with Kemalist Turks. It says that 200.000
to 300.000 Armenians were alive in Syria region -in need of help-. (Other sources said 150.000 only!)
Page 5 It states that at the time 1.000.000 are alive in Caucasus Armenia,- 500.000 in need of help!
Page 8: It gives account of 64.000 alive in 124 orphanages + 50.000 in the areas = 114.000 living.
Page 9: It states that 500.000 persons have migrated from Anatolia to Caucasus region. (Other
sources had indicated this figure as 400.000). It lists various orphanages in occupied - unoccupied
cities of the Ottoman Empire and Kemalists, showing that Turks never hindered their activities!

Throughout the report, there is not a word of Turkish atrocities or refusal of cooperation or attacks on
relief goods protected by famished soldiers or Turks, and that only Christians received subject Relief!

Articles 11 and 13 of HS 106 refer to previous Resolutions dated Feb.9th 1916, April 13th and May
11th, 1920 but MAKES NO MENTION OF ABOVE REPORT standing like an obelisk !

As a humble researcher, can | ask, the Honorable Congress Members: WHY? YES Sir! WHY?
Sukru S. Aya
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Notes:

1- (Turkish proverb ) A spear will not go inside a sack! (The tip will show somehow!)

2 - (Ret.Col. Masud Akhtar Shaikh named his book): “Lies, Lies and More Lies!” (Did he err?)

3- Those who would like to hear “PM T.Erdogan’s speech in Turkish with English sub-titles
at the 44th European Security Conference in Munich on Feb.10-12th, 2008 pls watch:.

http://armenians-1915.blogspot.com/2008/02/2344-video-turkish-pms-response-to.html


http://armenians-1915.blogspot.com/2008/02/2335-free-e-book-near-east-relief.html
http://armenians-1915.blogspot.com/2008/02/2344-video-turkish-pms-response-to.html

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Chapter 1: HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

In view of different claims of land ownership in this part of Caucasus, which
some Armenians trace to the legend of Noah’s Ark on Mount Ararat, let us see first,
how much validity these tales hold from standpoint of scholarship vs. divinity.

If we are to believe the teachings of all the holy books, we must conclude
that Adam was made of mud and our first grand-grandfather Abraham was the first
human from whom we are all born. | am still unclear if, humankind started with
Abraham or with the “Children of Noah”! Anyway, the period of time all books refer
to is the last Ice Age, which means that we are speaking of only 10,000 - 8,000
years B.C. This means, that if we can prove that humans lived before Abraham or
Noah (10,000- 8,000 years B.C.) then, the whole theory of “creation” and “celestial
rights of ownership of land” collapses into cosmic dust.

According to discovery of the rock-drawings of the Van region by Dr.Oktay
Belli of Turkish Historical Society at Yedisalkim region of the Hakkari mountains,
these are dated 15.000 to 7.000 BC.

Furthermore, according to paleontologists, the existence of Homo Sapiens in
Anatolia goes back to about 600,000 years BC! Those who wish to argue about the
“truth” of science vs. fiction may please refer directly to the footnoted sources
below:

* L. Slimak — 2004 Implantations humaines et exploitation des obsidiennes en Anatolie
Centrale, Durant le Pleistocene, Paleorient, 30/2, 7-20

* L. Slimak, H. Roche, D.Mouralis, H. Buitenhuis, N.Balkan-Atli, D. Binder & C. Kuzucuoglu,
M.Grenet — Kaletepe Deresi 3 (Turquie) aspects archeologiques, chronologiques et
paleontologiques d'une sequence Pleistocene en Anatolie centrale. <Comptes Rendu
Palevol de I'Academie des Science de Paris, Vol.3, 411-420

Now that we have filed the Biblical rights regarding “who was first” in
Anatolia, let us see what different writers have said about Armenia and the Aryan
Race of Armenians:

“Armenia, East of Anatolia, extending to the region of Caucasus and the Persian
border, is the site of the ancient Kingdom of Armenia. The population is not wholly Armenian
- in fact, even before the the Great War, the majority of the people were Turks and Kurds,
but here the bulk of the Armenian race was found. It is a rugged land, a succession of
mountains and valleys, where the people have had to contend with nature for the
establishment of their homes; but, like all highland countries, it has been the means of
producing a religious, freedom-loving people.’#1
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“As with so many other place names, the name ‘Armenia’ designates a geographical
region, not a people. The Armenians call themselves ‘Haik’ in their own language. This
already indicates that the area known as Armenia is in no way their place of origin.” #2

“...that the Armenians arrived in Anatolia. At the end of the 5 century (401 - 400
B.C.), Xenophon wrote in Anabasis of the Armenians in connection with other Anatolian
tribes. The very first mention of the Armenians anywhere is to be found in the tri-lingual
(Persian, Babylonian, and Elamitic) inscription of Behistun in western Iran, in which the
Persian king Darius (485 B.C.) lists Armenia as one of his suzerainties. This first written
record could be seen as having symbolic significance, in light of the fact that the Armenian
communities almost never in their history rose above the status of suzerainties, or at best
semi-autonomous principalities...” #3

“A royal inscription on the castle of Van in Eastern Anatolia! The Urartu script has
recently been deciphered. It has now been firmly established that the Urartian language is of
Asian origin. It belongs, like Turkish, to the agglutinative languages. Linguists believe that
the Hurrians came to Anatolia from the steppes and mountains of Central Asia. The Urartus
came from the same area, splitting with the Hurrians around the middle of the third
millennium B. C. Today, we know for certain that there is no connection between Urartian or
Hurrian and the Indo-European Armenian language (aside from certain Urartian elements
that were taken over by the speakers of Armenian after their immigration). Armenian
belongs to the Satem group of Indo-European languages, whereas Urartian has the peculiar
feature of forming new words by simply adding suffixes to a given root.” #4

“... prove that there were settlements there between 6,000-5,000 B.C. Together,
these discoveries provide more crucial evidence to indicate that early Hurri culture had its
origins in eastern Anatolia. From there, Hurrian culture spread to northern Syria,
Transcaucasia and Lake Urmia.

The technique of building round houses, which is so important to all Turkish tribes,
was inherited from the Hurrians. Cuneiform tablets found in the Harbour Valley prove that
Hurrians were living in eastern Anatolia in the third millennium B.C. - in other words, roughly
at the time of the Acadians. Toward the end of the third millennium, Indo-European Hittite
tribes pushed their way across the Caucasus to eastern Anatolia. The settlement of the
Hittites in Anatolia 2,000 B.C. brought a number of changes to the life of the Hurrians of
eastern Anatolia. Metalworking and trading in metals gained rapidly in importance, as did
the raising of livestock. In spite of this shifting of the economic base, however, Hurrian
culture remained largely unchanged. The protection provided by the mountains certainly
played arole in this as well... “ #5

“The Urartu were a confederation of indigenous tribes of an area that covers much
the same terrain as the Later Kingdom of Armenia in Eastern Turkey near Lake Van. The
word Ararat comes from them. The Armenians claim descent from them. So do the Turks. It
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is thought now that the people who became the present-day Armenians came down from
the Balkans and the people of the region that became, for a little while, Urartu, had been
there for centuries when the Asiatic Turks poured across Anatolia. “ #6

“‘Armenian history reaches back more than 2,000 years. In 301 A.D., the Armenians
were the first people to adopt Christianity as their official religion; the Holy Apostolic and
Orthodox Church of Armenia (also known as the Gregorian Church) has played an
important role in the survival of a people who for much of their history have lived under the
rule of foreigners. The last independent Armenian state, the Kingdom of Cilicia, fell in 1375,
and by the early part of the 16" century, most Armenians had come under the control of the
Ottoman Empire. Under the millet system instituted by Sultan Mehmed Il (1451-81) the
Armenians enjoyed religious, cultural, and social autonomy. Their ready acceptance of
subservient political status under Ottoman rule lasted well into the 19™ century and earned
the Armenians the title ‘the loyal community’ . #7

“Just eight years after the conquest of Istanbul, Sultan Mehmed II (the Conqueror)
summoned the Armenian Orthodox Archbishop of Bursa, Hovakim, to Istanbul. He had been
chosen by the Ottomans, and the Sultan named him “patriarch.” Patriarch Hovakim became
the spiritual (and to a large extent, also the secular) leader of all non-Islamic, non-Greek
Orthodox inhabitants of the Ottoman Empire. His power greatly surpassed that of the
Armenian Catholicoses of Echmiadzin and Sis. Never in the history of the Armenian people
had an Armenian possessed as much power and authority as Patriarch Hovakim (and his
successors until well into the 19 century). The Armenians always got along better with the
Ottoman Sultans than did the Greeks ...A golden age for Ottoman - Armenian cooperation.
From the 15™ - 19t century, the Armenians are the Sultan’s ‘loyal millet', and the Armenian
Patriarchate of Istanbul is the Sultan Caliph’s own creation.” #8

“The Ottomans never entirely outgrew their origins as a marauding war band. They
enriched themselves by capturing wealth and slaves; the slaves conscripted into the
Ottoman ranks, rose to replace the commanders who retired, and went on to capture wealth
and slaves in their turn. Invading new territories was the only path they knew to economic
growth. In the 16™ - 17t centuries, when the conquests turned into defeats and retreats, the
dynamic of Ottoman existence was lost; the Turks had mastered the arts of war but not
those of government “ #9

At times when wars were aimed mainly to loot richer cities, it was a known
practice that most of the time all males of the losing side were killed and women
and children were traded as slaves. Turks changed this killing habit by granting the
right to live to the people of the Book, provided they paid a special poll tax, which
they had to bring to the master tax collector. Since hardly any pagans existed (who
deserved to be killed) this change made the inferiors quite happy, because in
return they were exempted from military service, had all freedoms of worship,
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ownership of land and carrying on the professions they preferred, for a tax much
less than what the landlords in Europe were charging. This was some sort of
“protection and freedom fee” and soon, those in inferior status, became wealthier
and in full control of the economics of the presumed superiors. Consul Davis was
reporting that 95% of the bank savings in the Harput province belonged to
Armenians, who were only a fifth of the total population. The Ottomans had not
realized that you cannot have muscle strength, unless the economy is strong.

“After adopting Islam, the Turks offered conquered Christian or Jewish peoples the
choice of converting or remaining outside the mainstream of society. As ‘people of the Book’
or Bible, recognized by Islam, they were accorded the right to live within an Islamic
society. They were also to be protected by their Islamic rulers, but this Koranic teaching was
ultimately ignored. By institutionalizing the status of religious minorities, the Greeks,
Armenians, and Jews, as beings whose rights in society were only recognized through a
system outside the structural mainstream, were doomed to classification as inferiors. The
Greek and Armenian millets were headed by archbishops designated by the Sultan to be
patriarchs of their communities. The Armenian Patriarch also represented other
monophysite Christians, including Copts, Assyrians and Abyssinians. The Jewish minority
had the chief Rabbi, or Haham Bashi, appointed as their secular and religious leader.” #10

“Merchants were pressing for diplomatic relations, but the sultan considered the
U.S. so insignificant he refused to entertain the idea. When 85% of the Ottoman fleet was
destroyed in 1827 by European Powers at the Battle of Navarino, Sultan Mahmud II
developed an interest in the new nation that had defeated the formidable British Navy in the
War of 1812. The 1830 US-Turk Treaty of Amity and Commerce included a most-favored
nation clause, extending to the signatories the rights afforded other countries with which
each had diplomatic relations. American shipbuilders sent to rebuild the Turkish Navy soon
returned home, disillusioned by Turkish indifferences to the modernization of their fleet.
Missionaries, whose activities drew support from among the most powerful
Americans, had greater success than merchants did in petitioning for a strong U.S.
diplomatic presence in the Ottoman Empire. The assassination of two missionaries in
eastern Turkey by bandits in 1862 and an attack on two others at the turn of the century
made these appeals more urgent. The senior American diplomat in Constantinople finally
received ambassadorial rank in 1906. Three years later, the State Dept. organized the Near
East Division, perhaps spurred by the death of a missionary during massacres of Armenians
in Cilicia in 1909. The new post of ambassador, like that of minister before it, was
considered one of lesser importance to State Dept. officials.” #11

“‘Armenian nationalistic feelings had begun in the Diaspora and in the larger towns,
from which they gradually permeated the eastern provinces. Protestant missionaries and
their schools played an important role in this process of radicalization. Both the government
and the Armenian Church tried to discourage the influx of these foreigners and their
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Western ideas, but the number of missionaries, most of them American and German, kept
growing. By 1895, according to one count, there were 176 American missionaries, assisted
by 878 native assistants, at work in Anatolia. They had established 125 churches with
12,787 members and 423 schools with 20,496 students. Even though the missionaries
denied that they instilled Armenian nationalistic, let alone revolutionary sentiments, the
Ottoman Government saw it differently. As Charles Eliot, a well-informed British diplomat
with extensive experience in Turkey put it: The good position of the Armenians in Turkey
had largely depended on the fact that they were thoroughly Oriental and devoid of that
tincture of European culture common among Greeks and Slavs. But now, this character was
being destroyed: European education and European books were being introduced among
them...The Turks thought that there was clearly an intention to break up what remained of
the Ottoman Empire and found an Armenian kingdom... 'Onward, Christian soldiers,
marching as to war,’” in English is a harmless hymn, suggestive of nothing worse than a
mildly ritualistic procession; but | confess that the same words literally rendered into Turkish
do sound like an appeal to Christians to rise up against their Moslem masters, and | cannot
be surprised that the Ottoman authorities found the hymn seditious and forbade it to be
sung..." #12

“...The Ottoman Government began to protest the growing European interest in the
fate of the Armenians, regarding it as interference in Ottoman affairs. They suspected, not
without justification, that the European powers were using the Armenian problem as a
convenient pretext for further weakening of the Ottoman Empire. It was felt that Russia, in
particular, which had seized some of the Armenian lands following the Russo-Turkish war of
1828-29, was encouraging the Armenian agitation in order to annex the remaining Armenian
provinces in eastern Anatolia... Matters came to a head in the wake of the Bulgarian revolt
against Ottoman rule in 1876. Reports reaching the West about the ferocious manner in
which the rebellion had been suppressed helped solidify the image of the ‘Terrible Turk.’
Russian public opinion clamored for help to the Southern Slavs, and in April, 1877, Russia
declared war upon Turkey. The commander of the Russian Army invading eastern Anatolia
was a Russian Armenian, Mikayel Loris-Melikov (his original name was Melikian). The
Russian troops included many Russian Armenians; Armenians from Ottoman Anatolia were
said to have acted as guides. The spread of pro-Russian sentiments among the Armenians
of Anatolia, who hoped that Russia would liberate them from the Turkish yoke, was well
known. All this alarmed the Ottoman Government and raised doubts about the reliability of
the Armenians.” #13
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“The harsh provisions of the Treaty of San Stefano stripped the Ottoman state of
substantial territories in the Balkans and yielded Russia the Armenian districts of Ardahan,
Kars and Dogubeyazit as well as the important Black Sea port of Batumi. These gains
aroused the fears of the British that Turkey would become a client state of Russia, thus
upsetting the balance of power in the eastern Mediterranean. Hence Russia, under pressure
from the European powers, had to agree to the Treaty of Berlin several months later (July
13t 1878), which greatly reduced Russian gains.” #14

“In 1887, Armenians in Geneva founded the first Armenian party emphasizing Marxist
principles. Their symbol was the bell (‘hnshak’ = bell). The Hunchaks drew their membership
almost entirely from Russian Armenians, who gave the party the militant-revolutionary spirit
that comes from the Caucasus (the young Dzhugashvili, commonly known as “Stalin”, also
came from this world). The party organ was called Hunchak, and in 1890 the group adopted
the name ‘Hunchakian Revolutionary Party’, or ‘Hunchaks’ for short. Their leader was the
fanatical revolutionary Avetis Nazarbekian. He was reportedly ‘dark, slender, very
handsome in an oriental style, and played the violin excellently’. He also saw ‘revolutionary
tenor’ as the natural consequence of rejecting ‘capitalist’ legislation.” #15

“Economic and technical commitments by the U.S. were almost non-existent
compared with German's strategic Berlin-to-Baghdad railway and with British, French,
ltalian and Russian investments. At the outbreak of World War I, America sent an
infinitesimal 0.17% of its yearly exports to the Ottoman Empire. Turkish exports to the U.S.
then, (23% of the Turkish total, including tobacco, licorice, figs and dates) were only about
1% of the full value of imports into America. Prominent U.S. firms operating in Turkey were
the American Tobacco Company, the Standard Oil Company of New York (Socony), the
Singer Sewing Machine Company (with about 200 agencies and stores), and the Western
Electric Company of Chicago. Religious and literary internationalists, paced by missionaries
and by writers, meanwhile had become more conspicuous in American relations with the
Near East than merchants. The internationalism contrasted with the political isolationism of
the U.S. Government. Alongside the Protestant establishment were various Americans,
curious about the physical habitat that nurtured the Christian Scriptures and Arabian
Nights.” #16

“The ‘Armenian Question’ was brought about by the entrance of Russia upon the
stage. Toward the end of the 18™ century, the province of Karabagh populated by 200,000
Armenians and 100,000 Moslems and governed by Armenian chiefs under the suzerainty of
Persia, was conquered by Russia, so that Armenia is now divided between Persia, Russia,
and Turkey. The Armenians in Persia have been treated well and are content; the
Armenians in Turkey were enjoying fair treatment up to 1876. However, the trouble had
begun, for Russia had framed a policy for the protection of the Rayahs of the Ottoman
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Empire and annoyed Turkey greatly by her intervention for ‘reform’. First it was her
co-religionists.” #17

“In 1903, the Russian Government despoiled the sanctuary of Etchmiadzin, carrying
away coin and plate and taking over farms and lands belonging to the church all over the
land; furthermore Armenian churches were closed and their services discontinued. The
government next attempted to bribe the Armenians to join the Orthodox Church; but neither
coercion nor bribe could turn the faithful Armenian from the church of his fathers.

When they were thus suffering persecution, a traveling American missionary asked
them: ‘Don't you wish you were still under Turkey?’ And the reply came: “Yes, for Turkey
lops off our branches, but Russia digs us up by the roots”. #18



THE GENOCIDE OF TRUTH

Chapter 1 - References and Footnotes:

©CoO~NOU~WNE

. National Geographic, July, 1918. pg.59

. Erich Feigl, A Myth of Terror, Edition Zeitgeschichte Freilassing, Salzburg, Austria pg.23
. Ibid, pg.24

. Ibid, pg.28

. Ibid, pg.10

. Mary Lee Settle, Turkish Reflections, Touchstone NYC, pg.184

. Guenther Lewy The Armenian Massacres in Ottoman Turkey, Univ. of Utah Press pg.3
. Erich Feigl, A Myth of Terror, Edition Zeitgeschichte Freilassing, Salzburg, Austria pg.53
. David Fromkin, A Peace to End All Peace, Henry Holt and Co. NY, pg.3

. Leslie A. Davis, The Slaughterhouse Province, Aristide D. Caratas., NY, pg.17

. Ibid, pg.16

. Guenther Lewy, The Armenian Massacres in Ottoman Turkey, Univ. of Utah Press, pg.6
. Ibid, pg.7

. Ibid, pg.8

. Erich Feigl, A Myth of Terror, Edition Zeitgeschichte Freilassing, Salzburg, Austria pg.65
. James L. Grabill. Protestant Diplomacy and the Near East, U.of Minnesota Press, pg.38
. National Geographic, October, 1915, pg.351 - 353

. Ibid, pg.350 — pg.357




OTTOMAN TREAT OF “MILLET” SYSTEM

Chapter 2: OTTOMAN TREAT OF “MILLETS” (Religious Groups)

“In early contests of Christians and Moslems, it was Christians who were fanatical
and Moslems who were successful. Christian propaganda has invented stories of Moslem
intolerance, but these are wholly false as applied to the early centuries of Islam. Every
Christian has been taught the story of the Caliph destroying the Library of Alexandria. In
fact, this library was frequently destroyed and frequently re-created. Its first destroyer was
Julius Caesar, and it's last, pre-dated the Prophet. The early Moslems, unlike the Christians,
tolerated those whom they called “people of the Book”, provided they paid tribute. In
contrast to the Christians, who persecuted not only pagans but also each other, the
Moslems were welcomed for their broadmindedness. It was largely this that facilitated their
conquests. To come to later times, Spain was ruined by its fanatical hatred of Jews and
Moors; France was disastrously impoverished by the persecution of Huguenots; and one
main cause of Hitler's defeat was his failure to employ Jews in atomic research.” #1

In other chapters of this study, there are numerous examples of overall
Christian antagonism against their hosts or rulers, the Ottomans. Below, excerpts
present observations by several writers and the reader is at liberty to make his
individual conclusion. As can be understood, the Ottomans were not “racists, or
divinity bigots, trying to spread their religion” the way Christians did in many
countries throughout the world. Employing successful or reputable advisers of the
lands they conquered, the Ottoman Turks empowered them with very significant
authorities, thus keeping them equal, happy and subservient. Actually, the
Ottomans had discovered that instead of taking prisoners and killing them or selling
them as slaves, it was more profitable “to let them work and produce”, paying a
special poll tax as non-Moslems, thus relieving them from heavy obligations, such
as being called to the army to fight, pay heavy taxes or undertaking heavy burdens
of the landlords. When strong, the Empire “granted capitulatory advantages” to
keep the business, trade and production operations rolling and intact. Local
administrators were appointed by the Sublime Porte, and many of them non-
Moslems, though they served loyally and some times more effectively than Turks,
who were not as educated or smart. This was “reliable income for the Treasury”,
which naturally needed to be protected. For the same reason, no efforts were
made to assimilate or integrate the people of conquered lands, ruled by vassals
appointed by the Sultan, but responsible for the law and order within their
communities on all internal affairs. Hence, the Chief Rabbi or Greek and Armenian
Patriarchs (later Catholics, Protestants and others) flaunted more power than what
they would have been in their ethnic countries.

Below excerpts are taken from LORDS OF THE HORIZONS, James
Goodwin, ISBN 0-8050-4081-1:
“The Ottoman Turks were never assimilated by the people they conquered. They won
control too fast, their habits were too engrained, their faith too proud, their organization too
advanced for Balkan Christianity”.(p.18) “All land, they instructed, belonged to the Sultan; a
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fifth of all booty. The sipahi, or horseman, might receive income from the Sultan’s lands,
commensurate with his prowess, but not ownership.”(p.19) “In the years before the Ottoman
conquest, Balkan society had been quietly feudalizing itself: Dusan of Serbia had let his
lords exact two days’ labor a week from his peasants. Under the Ottomans, peasants (the
reayas) were only expected to work three days a year for the local sipahi; beyond that small
impost, and the tithe they paid as Christians amounting to ten percent of their income, they
were undisturbed in either their religion or their cultivation”.(p.20)

“Jewish communities in Anatolia flourished and continued to prosper throughout the
Turkish rule. When the Ottomans captured Bursa in 1326 and made it their capital, Jews
welcomed the Ottomans as saviors. Sultan Orhan gave them permission to build the Etz ha-
Hayyim (Tree of Life) Synagogue, which remained in service until the 1940s.”

The Chief Rabbi of Edirne between 1454-69, Isaac Sarfati wrote his famous “Edirne
Letter” during this same period. It concerns several German Jewish families, which had
immigrated to the Ottoman Empire. #1

“| have heard of the afflictions, more bitter than death, that have befallen our
brethren in Germany, of the tyrannical laws, the compulsory baptism and the banishment,
which are of daily occurrence.

...Brothers and teachers, friends and acquaintances! I, Isaac Sarfati... | proclaim to
you that Turkey is a land wherein nothing is lacking, and where, if you will, all shall yet be
well with you... Here every man may dwell at peace under his own vine and fig tree... Here
you are allowed to wear the most precious garments”.. #2

“The Black Death, in 1348, caused out breaks of superstition of various sorts in various
places. One of the favorite methods of appeasing God's anger was the destruction of Jews.
In Bavaria, twelve thousand are reckoned to have been killed; in Erfurt, three thousand; in
Strasburg, two thousand were burnt; and so on. The Pope alone protested against these
mad pogroms.” #3a

“Not only were superstitious methods of combating disease universally believed to be
effective, but the scientific study of medicine was severely discouraged. The chief
practitioners were Jews, who had derived their knowledge from the Mohammedans; they
were suspected of magic a suspicion in which they perhaps acquiesced, since it increased
their fees. Anatomy was considered wicked, both because it might interfere with the
resurrection of the body, and because the Church abhorred the shedding of blood.” #3b

“It is estimated that in Germany alone, between 1450 and 1550, a hundred thousand
witches were put to death, mostly by burning.” #3c

Translation of Capitulation Edict of Sultan Mehmet
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(The original document is in the British Museum):

“l, the son of Sultan Murad, known as mighty and greatest Sultan Mehmet Khan,
swear in the name of our great prophet Muhammed and God's 124,000 prophets, and for
the spirit of my father, and life of my sons, and for the devotion to the sword | bear, that in
consideration of the pledge made to our Sublime Porte by the appointed high priests acting
as ambassadors of the Catholic Nobilities, and namely Seniors Balatan Pacino, Marchio di
Franco and translator Nicola Palazioni, | grant to the people of Galata their freedom and
own laws, as already prevailing in all countries under rule and occupation of my
government. Although the walls of the Galata Tower will be demolished, the occupants will
keep their houses, stores, vineyards, windmills, ships, boats, trade, their wives and children
to conduct them as they wish and that they are free to sell their commercial goods in all
parts of my countries; that they are free to travel by sea or overland; that they will not be
held subject to any customs duties or burden other than payment of tribute, (cizye) as
prevailing already in other countries under my obedience. These laws and traditions, will be
valid for ever, starting from today. | will care and defend them, as if my own self. The
habitants of the town will keep their churches and prayers; however, it is forbidden to ring
bells; I will not convert their churches into mosques, but they will build no new churches.

Genovese merchants will move freely with their trading business. | will not take their
sons in the Janissary Corps. They will not be forced in any way to accept our religion. |
promise to the people of Galata that | will not rule them through slavery. Settlement of
conflicts amongst traders will be through their own selected arbitrators. Their houses will not
be settled by Janissaries or prisoners. They will elect their own leaders for their own affairs.
Ambassadorial nobles and their delegates will not be offended; they will be free to travel
subject to their payment of tribute tax, as written in this permit. Written in the 857t year of
the Hagira. (In Greek language at Edirne) #4

Some writers may claim that this was a separatist system, degrading non-
Moslem minorities, but the truth is that these communities, (not being subject to
Shariat restrictions of Moslems) could freely develop, use the printing press, learn
much more and faster and become the elite business class of the Empire, even
lending money to the Sublime Porte and controlling all the Financial and Economic
sources!

Regarding the Istanbul Chamber of Commerce, which was set up by Greeks,
more than 90% of its members were non-Moslems, while about 70% of the city
population was Moslem. All principal trade, professions and State Administration
positions were held by either Jews, Armenians or Greeks who acted as agents of
Colonial States, free to sell and trade under capitulatory exemptions, which finally
decayed the empire from within. Most trustworthy positions in the Treasury,
Foreign Affairs (Consuls, Ambassadors, Minister of Foreign Affairs or their
advisors) were non-Moslems. The Minister of Foreign Affairs in 1913 was Gabriel
Nouradunian, an Armenian. The minister who represented the Ottomans at the
Berlin Conference, was a Christian Greek, Kara Theodori Pasha. According to
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Turkish archives, only in the second half of the 19" century until 1915, following
offices were occupied by Armenians, although they were only about 13% of the
total population. Ministers: Foreign Affairs 1; Public Works 5; Post-Telegram-
Telephone 3; Treasury 3. There were 4 senators in the 1878 Constitutional
Revision, 11 Congressmen in the 1908 Revision, and several high government
posts were filled by Armenians in jobs such as Assistant Governors, Assistant
Treasurer, medical doctors and about 20,000 employees in the Customs. Similar
examples of tolerance, equality, loyalty and confidence (despite ethnic and
religious differences), either does not exist or is too rare in the history of other
countries calling themselves democratic and liberal.

“In the 16t century, ‘heretics’ were burnt alive in London, Berlin, massacred in Paris,
expelled from Vienna. In 1685, King Louis XIV expelled all Huguenots from France; until
1700, appreciative crowds, led by kings and queens of Spain watched heretics burned alive
in the Plaza Mayor of Madrid. The Ottoman Empire, however, gave religious freedom to
Christians and Jews. George of Hungary wrote in the 15" century: ‘The Turks do not compel
anyone to renounce his faith, do not try hard to persuade anyone and do not have a great
opinion of renegades’. In the 17" century in the view of traveler/writer Monsieur de La
Motraye: ‘There is no country on earth where the exercise of all sorts of Religions is more
free and less subject to being troubled, than in Turkey'. He knew what he was writing about,
since he himself was a Huguenot forced to leave France after 1685." #5*

“In 1516, Eccumenical Patriarch Thelepus | hinted to the Czar that a Russo-
Byzantine empire might be created. Clearly, the Patriarch had no objection to the ‘Christian
Emperor of all Christians’ expelling the ‘infidel Turks’. However, the stage had been set for
one of the dramas of late-19™ and early-20™ century European history: the Russian drive
south to the Black Sea, the Balkans and the ultimate prize, ‘Russia’s baptismal font'-
Tsarigrad, the city of emperors. The Patriarch of Constantinople was one of the authors of
the drama.” #6*

“On March 21, 1657, on the orders of the Grand Vizier, Patriarch Parthenius Ill was
hanged from a city gate for writing to the Prince of Wallachia saying that the era of Islam
was approaching its end and that soon “the lords of the cross and the bells will be the lords
of the empire.” The repeated transformation of a total of 42 churches into mosques asserted
the supremacy of Islam.” #7*

“As old churches were lost, new ones were built. Without towers or visible domes,
they had to be discreet; even today those built before 1800 are hidden behind walls and
invisible from the street.” #8*

“The sight of the mosques and the sound of the muezzin made Islam visible and
audible throughout Constantinople. Beneath the surface of triumphant Islam, however, was
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hidden, the Christian world of water. The concept of holy water or holy springs stems from
the primeval association of water with life and purification.” #9*

“Constantinople is one of the few cities where Moslems as well as Christians have
lived together, over several centuries, in nearly equal proportions. It is not surprising that the
two religions influenced each other. Balikli for example; was revered by Moslems as well as
Christians. In 1638, Sultan Murad IV was said to have asked the monks to pray for his
victory over Persians. The day they prayed, he took Baghdad. The crowd, drawn from rich
and poor, Moslem and Christian, Bulgarian, Armenian and Catholic, was sometimes so
great that the whole city seemed to be present.” #10*

“However, although hamams (baths) and imarets (soup kitchens) were built within the
immediate vicinity of mosques for Moslem charitable purposes, Christians and Jews were
permitted to use them! Moslems go to Armenian churches, Surp Hireshdagaber or Surp
Kevorg (St.George) at Balat, and even spend the night there, to cure epileptic children or
consult a medium.” #11*

“The collective memory and state of mind of the city acquired an instinctive tolerance,
or acceptance, of other religions. The Conqueror’s calculation, that it was possible to run a
multinational capital, proved correct. Hatred might be expressed in words; it rarely exploded
into acts.” #12

“Artin Pasha Dadian was also a prominent figure in the Armenian community; he had
helped draw up the Constitution of 1860, and in 1871-75 was President of the Armenian
National Council.” #13*

“In 1896, the Sultan appointed Artin Pasha Dadian, president of a council to resolve
the conflict between the empire and the Armenian revolutionaries. Having secured an
amnesty and liberation of 1,200 political prisoners, he sent his son to Geneva to talk to the
exiles. He himself claimed to work for reforms in the East ‘at once as an Ottoman civil
servant and as an Armenian.” When an Armenian radical smiled at the phrase, he said: ‘I
know that you young Armenians, you do not believe in my patriotism and believe me to be a
Turkish zealot. ... ‘it is our duty to work faithfully for the state and fear movements of revolt
S0 as not to suffer terrible punishments. He ended with a cry from the heart: ‘Prudent
patriotism, is it not also patriotism?’ In a letter dated 1898, intended for the Dashnak party,
he is lucid and prophetic:.. Four various organizations are fighting different causes, each in
their own way, and in the middle of all this stands the pitiful Artin Pasha, who on one hand
begs the Sultan for mercy by telling him that this would be the best thing for his empire and
on the other hand fights base individuals who in order to attain their selfish aims are even
willing to sell their nation.” #14*
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“While some Armenians and Bulgarians chose violence, most Greeks were too
prosperous to fight for ‘the Great Idea,’ they felt that while the Ottomans reigned, Greeks,
through their banks and commerce, governed. In the words of one Greek businessperson:
‘We lend them the vivacity of our intelligence and our business skills; they protect us with
their strength, like kindly giants...” “#15*

“However, mullahs, Greek and Armenian priests and rabbis were photographed side
by side, surrounded by Ottoman soldiers, in commemoration of their successful organization
of the elections. Of the deputies elected in 1908, 142 were Turks, 60 Arabs, 25 Albanians,
23 Greeks, 12 Armenians (including four Dasnaks and two Henchaks) five Jews, four
Bulgarians, three Serbs, one Vlach. The colloquial term appropriated by followers of the
Committee, had about 60 deputies. Others included ulema opposed to secularization,
conservatives, and liberals in favor of decentralization.” #16*

“... is inhabited largely by Kuzzilbash Kurds, who are neither good Moslems, good
Christians, nor good pagans. Nominally they belong to the Sham sect of Moslems, who are
looked upon with great aversion by orthodox Sunni Moslems, such as the Turks. In practice
the Kuzzilbash are very cosmopolitan in their religious observances. When away from home
they readily join in the prayers at either Shia or a Sunni mosque. If they happen to be in an
Armenian village where there are no Turks, they often go in and join in the Christian service,
kneeling and bowing with congregation. At home, they are said not to pray except when led
by one of their sayids, or holy men, who are supposed to be descendants of Mohammed. In
fact they, like the rest of the Kuzzilbash, are probably descended, in part at least, from
Armenians whose conversion to Islam was not exactly a matter of conviction. One of the
most peculiar customs of the Kuzzilbash is an ancient rite which is apparently of Christian
origin. No European has seen it, but according to trustworthy Armenians, the Kuzzilbash
men gather at the mosque on solemn feast days and one by one they advance to the front
of the sacred building — on their knees, it is said by some. As each man comes forward a
sayid takes a bit of meat, dips it in wine, and puts it in the man’s mouth. Such ceremony can
scarcely be anything but a relic of Christianity. In many places Turks, Kurds, Armenians all
revere the same shrines — places which have probably been sacred since the far-off days of
the pagans who fought with the Assyrians or opposed the march of Xenopohon. One of the
most notable of such places is located on Musa Mountain, inside the point of a sharp
westward bend made by Euphrates River.” #17

“‘The Young Turk’ by Colby Chester: The great educational system is founded by
these Americans comprises at present of more than 300 common schools in the Empire. 44
high schools, eight colleges, one normal school and five divinity schools. This scholastic
work is spread out all over this former ‘garden spot of the world’, and has leavened the
masses with high ideals of living, knowledge of free institutions, and longing for better
government. Such an authority as Gladstone has placed upon record a statement that
‘American missionaries in Turkey have done more good to the inhabitants of that country

14



OTTOMAN TREAT OF “MILLET” SYSTEM

than has all Europe combined’. And Mr. James Bryce, the British Ambassador to
Washington, goes even further and states: ‘I cannot mention the American missionaries
without a tribute to the admirable work they have done. They have been only good influence
that has worked from abroad upon the Turkish Empire’. The people of Turkey as body have
long since passed from the pale of the ‘unspeakable Turk’ and many of them stand out as
peers of any people in the world in general intelligence, character, and all qualities that go to
make good citizens; but of course as yet they are wanting in sufficient experience to guide
without assistance, the ship of state to the high plane at which they are aiming. During my
stay among these people | have found men of sterling character and unswerving integrity,
men well fitted to lead their country through crises similar to those through which our own
nation passed in its struggle for birth. While we Americans have done much toward the
enlightenment of the Turk, | should say in all fairness to them that they have earnestly
sought education through following the percepts of the Koran (their Bible). A short selection,
reads:

‘The duty of every Moslem is to acquire science. Science is the life of the heart.
<The learned, shine in the world like stars in the sky>. Knowledge is the immortal soul of
man.’

And that the Turks are apt scholars no one can doubt who has lived among them.
One of the younger classmen of the Beirut American Univ., presented me, when | was there
with a copy of a speech made by Dr. Bliss, its president, on the responsibilities of popular
government, which this young student had taken down in shorthand and typewritten himself.
This young man, a Syrian by birth, spoke English well, and more than a dozen other
languages. Yet he was but an average scholar in the college. At Constantinople on more
than one occasion, | have witnessed the presentation of some of Shakespeare’s play by the
young men of the American College for Girls that would compare with any similar
representation in my own country. The Turkish people are reaching out to other civilizations
for help to recover from the tyranny and stagnation that has bound them so long in slavery.
They look to America particularly as the one nation of the West that has no political ambition
to sub serve in its action toward them...” #18*

“‘Armenia and the Armenians’ By Hester Donaldson Jenkins:

Armenia is a word that has widely different connotation for different peoples. To us,
Americans, it means a vague territory somewhere in Asia Minor: to the makers of modern
maps it means nothing: there is no such place; to the Turk of a few years ago, it was a
forbidden name; smacking of treason and likely to bring up that bugaboo ‘nationalism’ than
which Abdulhamid Il feared nothing more, unless it were ‘liberty’; but to nearly 2,000,000
Russian, Persian and Turkish subjects, it is a word filled with emotion, one that sends the
hand to the heart and calls up both pride and sorrow. Armenia is not easy to bound at any
period of history, but roughly, it is the tableland extending from the Caspian Sea nearly to
the Mediterranean Sea. Its limits have become utterly fluid; the waves of conquering
Persians and Byzantines, Arabs and Romans, Russians and Turks have flowed and ebbed

15



THE GENOCIDE OF TRUTH

on its shores until all lines are obliterated. Armenia is not a State, not even a geographic
unity, but merely a term for the region anywhere the Armenians live. * #19*

“In the Ottoman Empire of the early 19t century, his religion provided a man'’s label,
both in his own conceptual scheme and in the eyes of his neighbors and governors. He was
a Moslem, Greek Orthodox, Gregorian Armenian, Jew, Catholic, or Protestant before he
was a Turk or Arab, a Greek or Bulgar, in the national sense, and before he felt himself an
Ottoman citizen. The empire itself was governed by Moslems; its law was based on the
religious law of Islam. However, within this empire, several Christian communities and the
Jewish community enjoyed a partial autonomy, whereby the ecclesiastical hierarchy, which
administered the millet, supervised not only the religious, educational, and charitable affairs
of its flock; it controlled also such matters of personal status as marriage, divorce and
inheritance and it collected some taxes. This mosaic pattern, in which Christian and Moslem
living side by side in the same state under the same sovereign were subject to different law
and different officials, had served the Ottoman Empire well for four centuries. In the Near
East law was still, as it had formerly been in the West also, personal rather than territorial.”
#20*

“The Moslem millet was dominant. This did not lead to any systematic persecution of
Christians by Moslems, nor to any oppression of Christians by the Ottoman Government.
Indeed, inefficient or corrupt and extortionate government in the empire often bore more
heavily on Moslem Turks and Arabs than it did on Christians. The question of the equality of
Christian, Moslem and Jew was by no means the major question faced by these statesmen,
but it ran like a thread through many phases of the larger problem of Ottoman reforms and
westernization.” #21

“But it was during the Tanzimat period of 1839 -76, a new era in Ottoman efforts at
reform and westernization, that the doctrine of equality of Christian and Moslem was
proclaimed in the most solemn manner and came to play a prominent role in the central
question of Ottoman revival.” #22

“In 1844, the sultan engaged not to enforce the death penalty for the apostasy from
Islam. Some Christians were appointed and some later were elected, to local advisory
councils established in each province. Christians and Moslems were accepted together as
students in the newly established Imperial Lycee of Galatasaray in 1867."#23*

‘It also became obvious that the Turks wanted Christians to be equally liable to
service so far as sharing the burdens and dangers went but balked at giving the Christians
equal opportunity for promotion to the officer corps. Both Turks and Christians were satisfied
to see the inequality continue. Another illustration of Turkish reactions is found in the
experience of the considerable group of American Congregational missionaries in the
empire. They reported in general a decrease in Moslem fanaticism and in interference in
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their work. One missionary who knew the country well observed that only the ulema, the
Moslem theologians, kept up any semblance they could among the people and ‘sponge’ off
the wealthy.” #24*

“Such Christian minorities as the Greeks and Armenians developed interdependence
with Western ideas and groups which undermined the Porte’s authority and helped make
reforms dead letters. — A sign of the nearly hopeless pulling and tearing in the Ottoman
fabric was the multiplication of millets: in 1831 there was only three (Greek Orthodox,
Jewish and Armenian Gregorian); in 1914 there were 17. — Dashnak groups armed primarily
to protect Armenians against Kurdish sackings. — Approximate population figures in the year
1914 for the six provinces of Asia Minor with largest numbers of Armenians exemplified
there: 1,000,000 Armenians (about 30%), 1,000,000 Turks (about 30%) and 650,000 Kurds
(about 20%) in a total population of over 3,000,000 people (including Greek, Nestorian, Arab
and others). Throughout all of the Ottoman Empire there were probably 1.800,000 to
2,000,000 Armenians.” #25*

“In the impossibly brief time from 1908-14, Young Turks strove to create a modern
Ottoman state. But in conflicts with such enemies as ltaly, Greece and Bulgaria abroad and
Armenians at home, the Committee of Union and Progress turned increasingly to assertive
Turkification.

Cultural lag within the empire was helping make relations between Turks and
Armenians a sorrowful experience, also for American missionaries.” #26*

“Forces released in the Western balance of power helped begin hostilities between
the Turks and the Armenians and Arabs, and also begin unprecedented trouble for the
Protestants. — The American Protestants at first were not certain what to do. — Their reaction
blended many aspects of diversified mission behavior of 1914: evangelistic and ethnocentric
zeal (as represented by the slogan ‘Christianize the nations’), theological flexibility, active
humanitarianism, and readiness to use government aid for Protestant ends.” #27*

“... ‘The Armenian Question was created by the Russian dictate of San Stefano
(Yesilkdy) in 1878. Before that time, the Armenian population of the Ottoman Empire was
made up of four very distinct groups. In Istanbul and Izmir lived the influential Amiras, who
were prosperous and highly educated Armenians. Anatolia was home to the Kavaragan.
These were well-to-do, provincial craftsmen and traders, whose influence could be felt in the
cities as well. The Armenian peasants had largely the same way of life as their Islamic
counterparts. Last, but not least, were the mountain-dwellers, who had special rights. Even
within the autonomy of the Armenian millet, they enjoyed special concessions; one could
even call it semi-independence. As long as it was possible, the central Ottoman
Government left the Armenians alone. Unfortunately there were a few Armenian
revolutionaries and Protestant zealots whose nationalistic fervor, knew no bounds. These
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people used all available means of demagoguery to stir up unrest in the semi-independent
rural communities. The Armenian uprising in Zeitun is an example of what resulted. Every
national/religious community (in Turkish, “millet”) within the Ottoman Empire enjoyed
extensive autonomy and took care of its own administration..."#28*

“When the Church of Akdamar was built in the 10™ century, the Armenians of eastern
Anatolia and their princes were subjects of the Abbaside Caliphs of Baghdad. The Caliphs
were in turn at the mercy of the ‘Mamluks’, who lived at the Caliphs’ court and controlled art
and culture (not just the military!). These Mamluks were Turkish and belonged to the
administrative and military caste. They influenced both Seljuk and Armenian architecture
with their classical round buildings.” #29*

“The Ottoman Empire was organized into millets, a religious division. There being an
Orthodox millet, and a Gregorian millet, a Catholic millet, and in the 19 century a Protestant
millet. Each of these millets has its head, who is its representative or ambassador at the
Porte. This is not a purely ecclesiastical position, like that of the Catholics, but is really a
diplomatic and political office, and the demands intellectual rather than spiritual qualification.
Therefore that patriarch of the Armenians is not necessarily nor by any means always a
religious man, although an occasional patriarch like Ismirlian, is worth of great reverence. It
is in this entanglement with politics, and its ancient ritual in dead language that lie the
dangers to the Gregorian Church, namely formality and lack of application to daily living.
One of the best things that Protestant missionaries have accomplished in Turkey is
rectifying this ancient and noble institution. It will be readily seen that when an Armenian
leaves the Gregorian to join a Catholic or Protestant Church, he in some sense loses touch
with his nation, for nation or millet and church are practically one in Turkey. For this reason,
if no other, all missionary work within the church is better than that done outside. Turkey
governed very well, as governments went, in the first centuries of her rule, and Armenians
were not unhappy. They were not admitted to the army, but paid a head tax instead; but
many of their men, cleverer than the Turk in finance, became advisers to royalty. The
Armenians formed a body of industrious farmers in Asia Minor and were useful
businesspersons in the coast cities, where they won respect and envy. There is little, if any,
racial antagonism between Armenian and Turks. Had religion and politics never come to
antagonize them, they could live together in essential harmony.” #30*

“Constantinople and Smyrna:

The Armenian population of Constantinople (today’s Istanbul) in 1915 has been
variously estimated to range between 70,000 and 160,000. During the night of April 24
1915, while the Allies were landing at the Dardanelles, several hundred leading citizens
were arrested and deported, and there were subsequent deportations of thousands of
Armenians caught without a residence permit. The permanent Armenian population of the
capital however, was never subjected to a mass deportation program and survived the war
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largely intact. On June 15%, 1915, the government hanged 20 Hunchak leaders. The men
had been accused of involvement in a plot to assassinate Talaat (decided at a Hunchak
conference in Constanza, Romania, in 1913), though in fact they had opposed the plan. It
appears that the Hunchaks in Constantinople had failed to denounce the presence of two
assassins, who were caught in 1914, and the government now used this abortive plot in
order to highlight the unreliability of the entire Armenian community. Despite agitation
against the Armenians that continued for many months the Armenians of Constantinople
were not deported. " #31

“...attribute this fact to the presence of a large number of foreign diplomats and
merchants in the capital. Lepsius argues that it was Germany that prevented the
deportation! Whatever the real reasons for the decision to spare this large group of
Armenians, it is certainly significant concerning the alleged intent of the Young Turks to
destroy and exterminate the entire Armenian population. As a recent student of the subject
has written: ‘Could anyone conceive of Hitler allowing the Jews of Berlin to continue living in
Berlin while he implemented his genocide against them elsewhere?’

About 13,000 Armenians lived in Smyrna (today’s Izmir), and many of them belonged
to the richest and most influential people in that city. In the early summer of 1915, the
authorities conducted searches for weapons and there were some arrests, but otherwise the
situation was normal. In July, a court-martial condemned seven Armenians to be hanged for
an offense allegedly committed in 1909, and this sentence prompted a vigorous show of
protest from the diplomatic corps as well as from prominent local Turks. The American
consul in Smyrna, George Horton, informed Ambassador Morgenthau:

‘This is a peaceful community; up till now we have had no massacres, serious plotting
or wholesale hanging, and the spectacle of seven Armenians being hanged, generally
believed to be innocent, will be a thing not at all salutary for Smyrna from any point of view.’
Morgenthau thereupon intervened with Enver, and his efforts on behalf of the condemned
men were successful. On August 25t the government announced that, acting upon an
imperial pardon, the sentence had been changed to 15 years imprisonment at hard labor.
The Governor of Smyrna, Rahmi Bey, continued to have the reputation of being a moderate
and opposed to the deportations.... A year later, in November 1916, weapons and bombs
were found buried in an Armenian cemetery. This led to the arrest and deportation of 300
Armenians. Since the bombs dated from the time of Abdulhamid and since most of those
arrested were rich people, the Austrian consul noted, it would appear that this was an
instance of blackmail. “ #32

‘Like any other state, the Ottoman Empire strove to establish relations with other
states. In February 1536, the empire signed an agreement with France, which permitted the
French to trade throughout the Ottoman Empire. By this agreement, the Ottoman
Government recognized the jurisdiction of French consular courts within the empire, with an
obligation to carry out consular judgments, if necessary, by force. The Ottomans granted
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complete religious liberty to the French in their empire, and gave them the right to keep
guard over the Holy Places, which amounted to a French protectorate over all the Catholics
in the Levant. This ominous treaty marked the beginning of the Capitulations, a system of
privileges granted to foreign Powers. It allowed the exchange of permanent envoys between
the Ottoman Empire and France; it enabled the latter to become, and for a long time to
remain, the predominant foreign influence at the Bab-1 Ali (Sublime Porte); and to act as the
official protector of all the Europeans established in the Ottoman Empire until the enactment
of the Capitulations with England in 1583. In granting to a foreign Power what came to be
extra-territorial and supra-state, or supra-national, privileges within the frontiers of the
empire, a precedent was established, fraught with problems and dangers, that would bedevil
the Ottoman Empire for centuries, and would ultimately contribute to its downfall.” #33

“The Beginning of the End —the Formation of Protestant Armenian Millet:

In 1846, the curtain came down twice on the Armenians, both literally and figurative.
In the church of the Armenian Orthodox Patriarchate in Constantinople, with the curtains
drawn and the altar covered, the patriarch read an excommunication order against the
Armenians who had converted to Protestantism. They were accused of - and threatened
with — every kind of evil in the world. Afterwards, the excommunication edict was read in all
the Armenian Orthodox churches in the land under the same kind of theatrical
circumstances. The great powers rushed to the aid of the Protestant Armenians, who had
now been stripped of all their rights. England was especially eager to help because it saw
the situation as a good opportunity for intervention...Finally; the grand vizier (equivalent to
prime minister) of the Ottoman Empire was forced to act. On July 1, 1846, a new millet was
created in the Ottoman Empire — the ‘First Evangelical Armenian Church’. In 1848, the
grand vizier published an imperial edict concerning this matter, and two years later the
Sultan personally granted a charter to his new Protestant millet. Now the Protestant
Armenians had the right to elect their own representatives, who could then present their
concerns to the Sublime Porte with the same rights as the representatives of the Orthodox
Church...

In the beginning, the new era looked promising. The intentions of the Protestant
missionaries had undoubtedly been good, and they had shown unprecedented courage and
selfless devotion. Nevertheless, the outcome was unintentionally disastrous for the
Armenians of the Ottoman Empire.” #34

Let us read what Cyrus Hamlin (the ardent Armenophile missionary who
founded Robert College) had to say about protection given to Protestants against
rival Orthodox and Catholics:

“The Patriarch of the Armenian Church was clothed with supreme spiritual power
over all his flock, by virtue of the Imperial Constitution, given by Mehmet the Conqueror,
soon after the taking of Constantinople in 1453. Having under him a large Christian
population, firmly adherent to their faith, Mehmet wisely restored to govern them mainly
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through their spiritual chiefs. He first established the Greek Patriarchate, and allowed their
bishops to present a candidate for the office whom he approved, and invested with the
robes of office with his own hand. At a later date the Armenian Patriarchate was established
in the same way. This office, while it did not change the ecclesiastical grade of incumbent,
conferred great civil power over his flock. For any spiritual offense he could fine, imprison, or
send into exile. In the latter case, the decree of exile had to be approved. ..But the truth was
spreading. Many anti-evangelical ceremonies of the church were being abandoned, as the
worship of the pictures of the Virgin Mary and of the saints, auricular confession, absolution,
masses for the dead, and many other similar ceremonies. #35*

Cyrus Hamlin, speaks of Russian Orthodox hostilities and their pressure on
the Porte, to prevent Protestant expansion because they were converting
Orthodox/Gregorian Armenians to Protestants.

“He came to me one day in some excitement, and said: ‘I have found a good teacher
for you whom the Patriarch cannot touch. He is Russian-Armenian, Mesrob by name, and |
like him very much. | have met no such Armenian before. He is not only enlightened, but he
is a good Christian man.” Of course we had no hesitation in taking him right away. (But later
he disappeared and sent the following letter). Dear Mr. Hamlin, My soul is exceedingly
sorrowful. | am on board the Turkish steamer for Trabzon. | am destined to Siberia, by the
order of the Russian ambassador. Give the bearer my cloths, burn the manuscripts. | give
my books to the mission library. Let all brethren and sisters pray for me, for | am very
sorrowful. — Mesrob Taliante’

... Boutineff haughtily replied: ‘I might as well tell you now, Mr. Schauffer, that the
Emperor of Russia, who is my master, will never allow Protestantism to set its foot in
Turkey'...” #36*

“... We could then have no protection from the British Embassy, for Lord Ponsonby,
unlike his successor Sir Stratford Canning, who although a Protestant, had a supercilious
contempt for all missionaries... He laughed at the confidence of Drs. Goodell and Schauffer
to the contrary. We immediately prepared our appeal to our government on the basis of the
most favored nation clause in the treaty and claimed same rights which the Roman Catholic
missionaries enjoyed. #37*

Hamlin speaks of a funeral procession of a Protestant, which was about to
be turned into a bloody clash between Christians. He goes to the police and
informs them in advance.

“ The event was waited for by the persecutors. The roughs boasted that his body
should never be buried; they should seize it when carried out to burial, tie a rope to the feet,
and drag it through the streets of the city. It was an occasion of great anxiety and alarm. We
apprehended that a mob of thousands might assemble. All the male members of the church
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and many evangelicals, not members, to the number of between one and two hundred,
assembled both to honor the dead and guard his remains. Our minister resident, Mr. Carr,
sent the dragoman to the chief of police governor of that side of the Bosphorus, to inform
him of the threats of the mob to seize the body and drag it through the streets. He listened
with Moslem gravity and simply replied: ‘Insallah boyle bir sey etmeyecekler’ (God willing,
they will do no such thing). This was quite satisfactory, and he sent 16 cavasses to guard
the procession. Our minister and his aids were out on horseback with considerable display.
The procession moved silently through the Grand Rue of Pera, attracting great attention.
The brethren bore the casket, the pastor walked in front carrying a large Bible. The
missionaries were with the rear of the column.” (The clash was avoided and 'Protestantism’
was made a new ‘Millet’ with equal benefits. See notes for Hamlin's gratitude!) #38*

“In the interior there was little difference between Greek and Turk. Perhaps as many
as 400,000 nominal Greeks were distinguished from their Turkish neighbors solely by their
religion and by the fact that they used Greek characters to write Turkish words. In the
decades before 1914, thousands of Greeks migrated to Turkey looking for work and
opportunity. When the Young Turks seized power in 1908, the old, easy tolerance the
Ottomans had shown to minorities was doomed; in 1912-13, when Moslem refugees fled
from the Balkans back to Turkey, reprisals started there against Christian minorities.” #39*

“The Sultan did what he could. neither the Seljuk Turks nor the Ottoman Turks were
actuated by religious fanaticism. They wished to preserve the old social system as far as it
was consistent with the dominance of the conquering caste; but they could not maintain the
education, which was necessary in the old Roman organization. Moreover, the ruinous
method of massacre was resorted to at times in order to prevent dangerous development
among subordinate races. This has been carried to a hitherto-unknown extreme during the
last 30 years and reprisals have not been unknown when opportunity offered...” #40*

“No other government had for the past four centuries shown ‘so much toleration, or
given so much religious freedom’ as that of the Ottoman Empire. Every form of religion,
Greek, Jewish, Nestorian, Roman Catholic and many others were allowed ‘perfect liberty of
practice and doctrine’. ‘Had the Turks been less generous in the past, they would have
escaped many of their present troubles’, remarked Bartlett, and went on: ‘When heretics
were being burned to death in France and Germany and even in England, the Ottoman
Government allowed its subjects entire religious freedom’...Bartlett then observed that even
M. Ximenes, ‘a Spanish geographer and man of science, a gentleman of much ability and
general information’, an eyewitness to the Sassun Rebellion of the Armenians, contradicted
the Armenian ‘massacre’ allegations. Ximenes, who had visited many of the places where
the ‘alleged outrages’ had taken place, had summed up the stories so widely circulated ‘in
such a horrible language and with such circumstantial detail, as a gigantic fraud’. The
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charges particularly against the Turkish troops Ximenes had described as ‘absolutely
ridiculously false’. ..." #41

‘Like the Ottoman Empire itself, Salonika contained many nationalities. Even the
laborers on the docks spoke half a dozen languages. About half of Salonika’s people were
Jews; the rest ranged from Turks to Greeks, Armenians to Albanians...When he was 19,
Ataturk won a place in the Military Academy in Constantinople. He found a worldly,
cosmopolitan capital. Less than half of its population was Moslem, The rest were a mix of
Sephardic Jews whose ancestors had escaped from Christian Spain centuries before,
Polish patriots fleeing Czarist rule and Orthodox Armenians, Rumanians, Albanians and
Greeks.” (Even after World War Il, over half of the members of Istanbul's Chamber of
Commerce had Greek names). #42

“Europeans ran the most important industries, and Western leaders kept the
government solvent and supervised its finances. The Ottomans were now so weak that they
were forced to give Westerners even more of the special concessions, which first started in
the 16™ century capitulations, which included freedom from Turkish taxes and Turkish
courts. As a Turkish journalist wrote sadly: ‘We have remained mere spectators while our
commerce, our trades and even our broken down huts have been given to the foreigners'. In
1908, Austria annexed Bosnia-Herzegovina and Bulgaria declared independence. In 1911,
Italy, the weakest of European powers, declared war and seized Libya. After the Balkan
Wars of 1912 -13, Albania, Macedonia and part of Thrace, including Salonika, were gone.
By 1914, the European part of the empire, which had once stretched into Hungary, was
reduced to a small enclave in Thrace tucked under Bulgaria. In six years, 425,000 square
miles had been lost...When the Great War started; Ataturk was enjoying life as a diplomat in
Bulgaria... Many Allied reputations were destroyed at Gallipoli; his was made. As the author
of the British official history later wrote, ‘Seldom in history can the exertions of a single
divisional commander have exercised, on three separate occasions, so profound an
influence on the course of a battle, but perhaps on the fate of a campaign and even on the
destiny of a nation’. The Constantinople Ataturk found at the end of the war was very
different from the city he remembered. There was no coal and very little food.” #43*

“It is during this period of decline that some Armenian leaders in the Ottoman Empire
began to have closer relations, and in intrigue, with Western Powers. Following the
conquest of Constantinople (May 29, 1453), which was renamed Istanbul, Ottoman Sultan
Mehmed Il (1451-81) decided to organize the Armenian millet, as he had already organized
the Orthodox Christians, and issued a ‘ferman’ in 1461, appointing Hovakim (Ovakim), the
Armenian bishop of Bursa, to be Patriarch of all the Armenians within the Ottoman Empire.
Turco-Armenian relations were founded on mutual trust, respect and sympathy, which were
to last for centuries. Mehmet, one of whose official palace physicians was an Armenian
named Amirtovlat, saved 70,000 Armenians from the Crimea, where they had been exiled
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by the Byzantines, and settled them on the coasts of the Sea of Marmara, near Istanbul. He
placed them under his protection; recognized their religion rights and liberties and converted
them into a most trustworthy and loyal element in the Ottoman state. So much so that in
time they became known “as the ‘tebaa-i sadika-i Sahane” (loyal subjects of the Sultan),
However, during the period of Ottoman decline, some of their leaders began to intrigue with
the major expansionist Powers, mainly with Russia ...” #44

“The Caliph’s Secretary Salih Keramet, son of the poet Nigar Han/m, recorded in his
diary that the cars frequently got stuck in mud on the road, and gendarmerie had to lay
stones to enable to drive free. At 11, tired, hungry and sad, the party arrived at Catalca
Station. The Caliph tried to smile when the police and gendarmerie gave him his last salute.
The station manager tried to make them comfortable in his family’s private quarters. He was
Jewish and Jews were the only minority to retain bond of loyalty to the dynasty. When the
Caliph expressed his thanks, the station manager replied in words, which brought tears in all
eyes: ‘The Ottoman dynasty is the savior of Turkish Jews. When our ancestors were driven
out of Spain and looked for a country to take them in, it was the Ottomans who agreed to
give us shelter and save us from extinction. Through the generosity of their government,
once again they received freedom of religion and language, protection for their women, their
possessions and their lives. Therefore our conscience obliges to serve you as much as we
can in your darkest hour’ ", #45*

“The Ottomans watched with horror this wholesale partitioning of their European
empire but were powerless to arrest the avalanche. Nor could Sultan Abdulhamid’s choice
of representatives (at the Berlin Conference) have been worse. True, his chief negotiator,
Caratheodory Pasha (Greek) was an efficient foreign official who won the respect of his peers
but his timidity and muddled instructions he received from Istanbul prevented him from
playing any meaningful role in the talks. The second delegate in Berlin, Minister Sadullah
Bey was a miserable alcoholic who drank himself to death shortly after the congress. The
third representative, M. Ali Pasha, was a deserter from the Prussian Army who had
converted to Islam and had risen to military prominence in the Sultan’s service.” #46*

“A fundamental factor producing hostility between Turks and Armenians was the
millet system. Begun in the 15" century, the millets were a series of non-territorial,
ecclesiastical, ‘states’ within the Ottoman structure. Each millet was a religious community
receiving more faithfulness from its adherents than did the central Turk administration.
Millets handled marriage, divorce, inheritance, and other personal civil matters and
nourished separate languages, courts, tax collections and cultural and educational
institutions. After 1863, the Armenians even had their own legislature, which met biennially
in Constantinople under the Gregorian Patriarch. As Westernization penetrated the Ottoman
Empire, chiefly through French thought, the millets became the nuclei for European-style,
territorial nationalism.” #47*
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Chapter 3: AMICABLE RELATIONS

Contrary to the popular belief that the CUP (Committee of Union and
Progress) and the Dashnaks were old time enemies, in this chapter we have plenty
evidence of their full cooperation and bilateral support up until the start of World
War |, when the Dashnaks sided with the Russians, even rejecting the autonomy
offered to them in August, 1914,

“The lot of the Armenians did not improve. The recent massacres were the one topic
of conversation among them, and the Armenian Revolutionary Federation continued its
activities, although in a more subdued manner. Wild rejoicing among Armenians, and great
hopes for the future, arose with the Young Turk Revolution of 1908. Armenians cooperated
with the CUP. A few steps were in fact, made toward realizing the Armenian hopes.” #1*

“Influenced by French and Marxist socialism, Armenians (primarily Russian) sought to
force European interposition by starting revolutionary movements. The Hunchakian party
appeared in 1887 (but fragmented within a decade) and the Dashnaksuthiun (Armenian
Revolutionary Federation) arose in 1890. The only important group solely Turkish-Armenian
'the Armenakan’ began in 1885, and stressed education and self defense rather than revolt.
Located in Van, the Armenakan had little relation to the other parties. Protestant, Roman
Catholic, and Gregorian leaders among the Armenians did not endorse revolution and were
usually apathetic about it. By the mid-1890s the Dashnaksuthiun was evolving into the first
powerful secular institution in Armenian history. It menaced the status of the Gregorian
Church. Attempts by western section of the Dashnaksuthiun to stir Turkish-Armenian
brothers aggravated relations with the Porte. Turkish authorities indiscriminately jailed
Armenians. Abdulhamid sought to end talk of rebellion by the massacres, started in 1894 at
Sassun and continued the next two years. Armenian revolutionaries in August, 1896
temporarily seized the Ottoman Bank headquarters in Constantinople, hoping to bring
European intervention. Memoirs of the Armenian volunteer fighter Rouben der Minasian
epitomized its work. Between 1903-08, Minasian operated in roving, clandestine company
ranging from 10 to 100 men. The band trained Armenians around Lake Van to use arms
against preying Kurds, generated propaganda, assisted threatened peasants and
administered reprisals against Turks and Kurds, The Young Turk party gave promise of
better days when in 1908 - 09 it cooperated with Dashnaksuthiun to depose Abdulhamid.”
#2*

“It seems that the ‘seditious’ acts of the Armenian revolutionaries were the pretext for,
rather than the cause of 1894-96 massacres. It was the decline and weakness of the
Ottoman Empire... Mateos Izmirlian, the Patriarch of the Armenians in Constantinople, told
Fitzmaurice, now First Dragoman at the British Embassy, of his firm conviction that the only
safe course for making good their terrible losses during the old Palace regime, lay in
working in loyal union with the Turks on the lines of prudence and moderation. Furthermore
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the Armenian Revolutionary Federation of Dashnaksuthiun entered into an ‘understanding’
for cooperation with the Young Turks Committee. The Turkish side of the question was that
the Armenians had armed themselves, that certain members of the Hunchakian
Revolutionary Party and the Armenian Bishop had openly urged the people to fight the
Turks and set up a Principality. ...the vice - consul who had rushed to Adana, admitted that
among the Armenians there was ‘much vain boasting and wordy provocation’.” #3*

“At a time when Russia was insisting on extensive reforms for the Ottoman
Armenians, it was denying its own Armenians those very rights. In the end, the Ottoman
Government accepted a Russo-German proposal, worked out in February, 1914, which
provided for the creation of two Armenian provinces, one incorporating Sivas, Erzurum and
Trabzon provinces and the other the provinces of Van, Bitlis, Harput and Diyarbakir. Each of
the provinces was to be administered by a European inspector-general appointed by the
great powers; by May the first two inspectors-general, a Norwegian and a Dutchman,
assumed their posts. This was the situation in Ottoman Armenia at the outbreak of the Great
War. The February, 1914 reforms had fallen short of Armenian aspirations, portioning the
region in two separate entities instead of creating a unified province, diluting Armenian
proportional strength in these new creations. Yet, for all their imperfections they contained
the most far-reaching concessions the Armenians had managed to extract from their
suzerain and most of them were eager to preserve these gains come what way. Hence,
when the Ottoman Empire entered the war, the Armenian patriarch of Istanbul, as well as
several nationalist groups, including the Dashnaksuthiun Party, announced their loyalty to
the Ottoman Empire and implored the Armenian people to perform their obligations to the
best of their ability. Not all Armenians complied with this wish. In its congress held in the
Romanian town of Constanza shortly before the outbreak of war, the Hunchakian Party
vowed to fight the Ottoman Empire. Scores of Ottoman Armenians, including several
prominent figures, crossed the border to assist the Russian campaign. Others offered to
help the Entente by other means.” #4*

“This military fiasco left Eastern Anatolia open to a Russian advance which duly
materialized when the weather improved. It also marked the beginning of the suppression of
the Ottoman Armenians, still a controversial issue 75 years later. The Armenian community
formed an important part of the population of the eastern Anatolian provinces, although in
no province did they constitute a majority or even plurality. Estimates of the total number of
Armenians in the empire vary, but a number of around 1.500,000, some 10% of the
population of Ottoman Anatolia, is probably a reasonable estimate. After the troubles of
1896, the situation in the east had normalized to some extent, but relations between the
local Armenians and Moslems, especially the Kurds, remained tense and there were
frequent clashes. In May 1913, a representative of Dashnakzutioun had demanded the
establishment of a foreign gendarmerie to protect the Armenians in Eastern Anatolia. The
CUP Government had approached the British about this matter and the latter had discussed
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it with the French and the establishment of two inspectorates with far-reaching powers in
eastern Anatolia and a Norwegian and a Dutch inspector were appointed in May. The
outbreak of war prevented the scheme from being put into operation. At the outbreak of the
war, Armenian nationalists saw in a Russian victory their chance to achieve the
establishment of an Armenian state in Eastern Anatolia. Russian propaganda encouraged
these aspirations. A few thousand Armenians joined the Russian Army; there were
Armenian desertions from the Ottoman Army and guerrilla activity behind the Ottoman lines.
Confronted with this situation, the Ottoman cabinet, on the initiative of the Interior Minister,
Talaat Pasha decided to relocate the entire population of the war zone to Zor in the heart of
the Syrian Desert. This relocation process (tehcir) was carried through 1915-16 and it
resulted in the death of enormous numbers of Armenians. So much is undisputed historical
fact. The controversies rage on three points. The first is the military necessity of the
operation. Turkish historians and their supporters point the treasonable activities of many
Armenians during the war and to difficulty of knowing which Armenians would remain loyal
and which would side with Russians. The other side, - correctly - pointed out that the
deportations were not limited to the war zone but took place all over the empire. In western
Anatolia and Istanbul, the deportation of whole communities was exceptional, but members
of the Armenian elite were persecuted. The second controversy is over numbers: Turkish
historians have put the number of deaths as low as 200,000 while the Armenians have
sometimes claimed ten times as many. The third and most important controversy concerns
intent, and whether genocide was committed. The Turkish side and its supporters claim the
situation in eastern Anatolia was one of the inter-communal warfare, in which Armenian
bands (supported by the Russian Army) and Kurdish tribes (supported by Turkish
gendarmes) struggled for control. They also recognize that the Armenians sent to Syria
were subjected to vicious attacks by the local Moslem population (especially Kurds) but they
attribute this to lack of control on the part of the Ottoman Government rather than to its
policies.

They point out that the official records of the Ottoman Government do not, as far as is
known, contain any documents which demonstrate government involvement in the killings...
“#5*

“The last Allied troops withdrew in January, 1916. During the fighting at Gallipoli, a
greater cataclysm was decided in Constantinople. The Committee had at first enjoyed
relatively good relations with Armenians. Between 1909-14, both the Armenian national
assembly and congresses of the Hunchak party had met in the capital. An Armenian,
Gabriel Noradoungian, a protégé of Ali Pasha had briefly been Minister of Foreign Affairs in
1912-13 (left for Paris soon after)...In 1914, some Armenians helped Russian troops in
Anatolia against Ottoman forces. There was an Armenian rising in Van. In Constantinople
itself some Armenians were seen gloating over the first Russian victories.” #6*

The pressure from all sides on the Empire was so tense and varied, that the
Ottomans accepted the subdivision of their land and authority under the “reform”
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packages. What saved them was the friction between the Powers on dividing the
spoils, and the impending World War .

“‘During the summer of 1913, the ambassadors of Russia, Great Britain, France,
Germany, Austria-Hungary, and ltaly in Constantinople and a commission appointment,
excluded from these negotiations and seriously concerned about of the eastern provinces,
sought to prevent the adoption of the European initiative by proposing its own reform for the
entire empire, but this maneuver failed. The Russian draft was supported by France and
England but was opposed by Germany, and Austria-Hungary, which sought to carry favor
with Turkey and enlarge their influence in the Near East. ...The six eastern provinces were
to be grouped into two provinces, each under an European inspector. There was no mention
of the words “Armenia” or “Armenians,” and the program of reform did not include Armenian
populations living outside the two inspectorates as in Cilicia. The European powers, acting
through their ambassadors, were given the right to supervise the execution of the reforms,
but the obligation to guarantee their success was eliminated. On February 8™, 1914, Russia
(on behalf of the Europeans) and Turkey signed the revised accord... Not until April did the
sultan approve the choice of the two inspectors. The Dutch civil servant L. C. Westenek and
the Norwegian officer Hoff, arrived in Constantinople a few weeks later to receive their
instructions. There were more delays as the parties haggled over the authority of the
inspectors. By the early summer of 1914, Hoff had actually reached Van and Westenek was
about to leave for Erzurum, but on June 28", the assassination of the Austrian Archduke
Francis Ferdinand at Sarajevo provided the spark that set off WW1. On July 29t Germany
declared war on Russia, and on August 8", Turkey ordered general mobilization. Soon
thereafter the two inspectors were dismissed. In December 1914, after Turkey had entered
the war on the side of Germany, the reform agreement was annulled.” #7*

“Meanwhile, the arrival in May, 1914 the two inspector-generals for eastern Anatolia,
Major Hoff, a Norwegian, and M. Westenek, a Dutchman, seemed to be an indication that
Armenian dreams were about to be fulfilled, and the Ottoman Empire parceled out. Perhaps
it was a coincidence that, in the first week in May, the Russian newspaper, Novoe Vrernya
published a leading article on Asia Minor and the Triple Alliance, in which it stated that a
new claimant in the economic division of Asiatic Turkey had appeared in the person of
Austria, a country which had hitherto not been actively interested in the Asiatic continent.
This was a reference to Austrian claims for concessions to work the natural wealth of the
regions adjoining the southern littoral of Asia Minor - namely the Tekke sanjak (district) of
the Konya province and another sanjak of the Aydin province. The paper then referred to
the Italian claims also in the sanjak of Tekke, and expressed the opinion that any friction
between Austria and Italy would be adjusted by their powerful ally, Germany, and added
that Germany was undoubtedly supporting Austria and Italy in their claims to share ‘in the
economic division of Asiatic Turkey’, and had probably encouraged these two countries to
present claims. This would result in all the Powers of the Triple Alliance ‘receiving a good
share of the Turkish inheritance in Asia Minor’. The paper then went on as follows: ... Thus,
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‘the Armenian reform scheme’ was nothing but an excuse for the major Powers to divide the
Ottoman Empire into spheres of economic exploitation. The Ottoman Government, however,
which dreaded the Russian menace behind the scheme, tried to curtail the authority of the
inspectors, and as soon as the Great War broke out, dismissed them.” #8*

“At the same time E. Aknouni, another Russian Armenian and spokesman of the
Armenian Revolutionary Federation, the Dasnaktsutiun, announced: ‘One of the primary
duties of the Dashnaktzagans will be to protect, or defend, the Ottoman constitutional
regime, to work for the unification of the Ottoman nationalities, and to cooperative with the
Committee of Union and Progress (CUP of the Young Turks)” #9*

“The Ottoman Empire joins the Central Powers;

Between May and mid-July, 1914 the Ottoman Government made an alliance
proposal to Russia through Interior Minister Mehmet Talat and closer relations with France,
through Navy Minister, Ahmet Cemal Pasha, only to be politely rebuffed in both cases.
Britain, too, was not willing to accommodate the Young Turk Government. When Germany
declared war on August 1%, the Ottoman Government began to mobilize on the following
day, after German Ambassador Liman von Wangenheim and the Ottoman Grand Vezir Said
Halim Pasha signed a treaty of alliance between their countries. ..." #10*

“The Dashnakists had cooperated with the Young Turks with the hope that, in return,
they would obtain some measure of decentralization that would go far enough to establish
one or two purely Armenian provinces, but as regenerated Ottoman Government was
aiming at the establishment of an Ottoman nationality without distraction of race or religion,
their disappointment was great. Even Vice-Consul Dickson believed that the aims of the
Dashnak Society were ‘preposterously ambitious’, and that they hoped for the establishment
of an Armenian Republic, formed out of the portions of Ottoman, Russian and Persian
Provinces, from which the non-Armenian elements would gradually be excluded. Dickson
informed Lowther that the Armenian clergy were extorting their flocks to marry young, and to
beget large families so as to swamp the other elements.’ “#11*

‘It should be noted in passing, the de-ionization of Talat Pasha in Andonian’s work
represents an important change from the way in which many Armenians regarded Talat's
character before the events of 1915. For example, on December 201, 1913, British embassy
official Louis Mallet reported to London that the Armenians had confidence in Talat Bey ‘but
fear that they may not always have to deal with a Minister of the interior as well disposed as
the present occupant of that post’ Similarly, after the German missionary Liparit had visited
Turkey in December, 1914, he stated that Talat was a man ‘who over the last six years has
acquired the reputation of a sincere adherent of Turkish-Armenian friendship.” Some others
who later came into close contact with Talat continued to adhere to this favorable appraisal.
William Peet, the American head of the international Armenian relief effort in

33



THE GENOCIDE OF TRUTH

Constantinople, recalls that Talat Pasha always gave prompt attention to my requests,
frequently greeting me as | called upon him in his office with the introductory remark: * We
are partners, what can | do for you today?’ Count Bernstorff, between September, 1917 -
October, 1918, the German ambassador to Turkey acknowledges Talat's failure to prevent
the crimes against the Armenians but adds that he has come to respect him and calls him a
man of absolute integrity. Perhaps the Turkish statesman at some point indeed turned into
the vicious friend that Armenian writers have accused him of being, ever since the
deportations and massacres. Or could it be that the Armenians after 1915 simply got it all
wrong?” #12*

“Making use of the representative of the dominant Armenian political society, the
Dashnaktsutiun (Armenian Revolutionary Federation), to convey his proposals, Cemal
appears to have acted on the mistaken assumption that saving the Armenians - as distinct
from merely exploiting their plight for propaganda purposes - was an important Allied
objective. In December, 1915, Dr. Zavriev, a Dashnak emissary to the Allies, informed the
Russian Government that Cemal prepared to overthrow the Ottoman Government. This was
the month that the Allied evacuation from Gallipoli began; in the wake of that disastrous
expedition it could have been expected that the Allies would be willing to pay a price to bring
hostilities with Turkey to an end. Cemal's terms, as outlined by Russian Foreign Minister
Sazanov, envisaged a free and independent Asiatic Turkey (consisting of Syria,
Mesopotamia, a Christian Armenia, Cilicia, and Kurdistan as autonomous provinces) whose
supreme ruler would be Cemal as Sultan. Cemal agreed in advance to the inevitable
Russian demand to be given Constantinople and the Dardanelles. He also offered to take
immediate steps to save the surviving Armenians. He proposed, with Allied help, to march
on Constantinople to depose the Sultan and his government; and in return he asked
financial aid to help reconstruct his country after the war. The Russians proposed to accept
Cemal's proposal, and Sazanov seemed confident that his allies would agree to do so. But,
in March, 1916, France rejected the proposal and insisted on having (in the south of what is
now Turkey) a Greater Syria for herself.” #13*

“In the impossibly brief time from 1908-14, Young Turks strove to create a modern
Ottoman state. But in conflicts with such enemies as ltaly, Greece and Bulgaria abroad and
Armenians at home, the Committee of Union and Progress turned increasingly to assertive
Turkification. ...Cultural lag within the Empire was helping make relations between Turks
and Armenians a sorrowful experience, also for American missionaries.” #14*

“With the growth of nationalism in the 19t century, both Armenians and Turks sought
relief from the rule of despotic sultans...Operating largely in exile, Armenian and Turkish
groups collaborated. When Sultan Abdulhamid Il was finally challenged in 1908, Armenians
assisted their Young Turk counterparts in reactivating the Constitution and reconvening the
Turkish Parliament, which Abdulhamid had ‘recessed’ some three decades before. Turkish
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nationalism unfortunately became extreme, with many longing to restore the glories of the
Ottoman past. Intellectuals such as Ziya Gokalp dreamed of uniting Turkish peoples from
Thrace to the Central Asian Turkish homeland. Armenians stood in the way of this great
unification plan.” #15*

“Within months of taking office, Lloyd George was engaged in secret negotiations
with the Young Turk leader, Enver Pasha. The Prime Minister's agent in the negotiations
was Vincent Caillard, financial director of the giant armaments firm Vickers, who had spent
many years in Constantinople as president of the council of administration of the Ottoman
Public Debt. Caillard, in turn, acted through his close business associate, Basil Zaharoff,
who had risen from the underworld of Smyrna to become the world’s most notorious arms
salesman, known in the popular press as the ‘merchant of death.” Zaharoff journeyed in
Geneva in 1917 and 1918 and reported that was able to conduct negotiations there with
Enver Pasha, at first, through a go-between and then face-to-face.

Through his emissary, the Prime Minister offered bribes - large bank accounts - to
Enver and his associates to exit the war on Britain's terms, which were: Arabia to be
independent; Armenia and Syria to enjoy local autonomy within the Ottoman Empire;
Mesopotamia and Palestine to become de facto British protectorates.... like Egypt before
the war, though under formal Ottoman suzerainty; and freedom of navigation through the
Dardanelles to be secured! In return, Lloyd George offered to pledge that the Capitulations
(the treaties giving preferential treatment to Europeans) would remain abolished, and that
generous financial treatment would be given to Turkey to aid her economic recovery. The
terms offered by Lloyd George differed in two important ways from those envisaged by the
prior Asquith Government. France, Italy, and Russia were to get nothing; and Britain was to
take Palestine as well as Mesopotamia.

Zaharoff's reports - the veracity of which it is difficult to judge - indicate that Enver,
after mercurial changes of mind and mood, did not accept Lloyd George’s offer. It does not
sound as though he ever seriously intended to do so. But the instructions that Zaharoff
received, reveal Lloyd George’s intentions with regard to the Middle East.” #16*

“The scholastic year 1916-17 was to prove an exceedingly difficult one for both of the
American colleges, particularly after the U.S. entered the war on the side of the Entente
Allies on April 171, 1917. Gates writes in his memoir of the increasing tension in Istanbul
during the latter part of the fall semester of that year.” #17*
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Chapter 3 - References and Footnotes:

1*. Roderic H. Davison, Essays in Ottoman & Turkish History, 1774 — 1923", Univ. Texas Press, g.181
Sentimental confusion: cannot love, but don’t hate; cannot go or stay, but set me free without loss!

2*. Joseph L. Grabill, Protestant Diplomacy & the Near East, Univ. of Minn. Press 1991, pg.49

Are States said to be free and democratic, more tolerant to the risk of terror, -not even revolt- today?
3*. Akaby Nassibian, Britain & the Armenian Question 1915-23, Croom Helm, London, pg.21

Another paradox: moderation and togetherness, but with pointed guns!

4*, Efraim & Inari Karsh, Empires of the Sand, Harvard Univ..Press, pg.153

According to the regulations for which there was no time to enforce, these provinces were passing
under the control of the Super Powers, without any responsibility, but using <protection and reform

of Armenians- as a valid excuse.

5%, Erik J. Zurcher, “Turkey’ a Modern History, Erik J. Zurcher, 1.B.Tauris Publis, London, pg.119-21
Writer is biased; in view of revolts, sabotages etc. military necessity cannot be doubted, given the
fact that all populations, Kurds, Turks included were evacuated, the latter without any arrangements
at all. Regarding some other relocations in other cities, these applied to the known supporters of
revolutionists only and their being elite as leaders is totally normal. Some of the relocated people
were eventually happy with the conditions at Zor or Aleppo!

6*. Philip Mansel, Constantinople, St. Martin's Press, NY, pg.375

This paragraph contradicts previous observation and commentary. The Armenian Foreign Minister
was to go to Paris, involve in activities against the Ottomans! Tolerance and confidence betrayed!

7*. Guenter Lewy, The Armenian Massacres in Ottoman Turkey, U. of Utah Press, pgs.37-38

The creation of two inspectorates subservient to the Super Powers, was to erupt new chaos/revolts!

8*. Salahi Sonyel, The Great War and the Great Tragedy of Anatolia, T.T.K., pg.80.

This observation confirms above interpretation. Armenians were shown a carrot, but inside a jar!

9*. lbid, pg.33

Propaganda words to comfort CUP , while preparing for internal war , as agreed in Tiblisi Congress !
10*.Ibid, pg.81

Ottomans desperately tried to join the Allies, who had already agreed to carve up the Empire.

11*.Ibid, pg.37

Dashnaks eventually refused the autonomy offered to them just before WW1 , satisfied their craze to
fight and take by force. Examples show, they had no limits to their demands and over estimations.

12*. Guenter Lewy, The Armenian Massacres in Ottoman Turkey, Univ. of Utah Press, pg.65.

Apparently, Talat went mad for no reason and decided to massacre them all for being Christians!
13*.David Fromkin, A Peace to End All Peace, Henry Holt and Co. NY, pg.214.

This commentary is questionable; despite it’s importance, it has not been confirmed by other writers,
14*.Ibid, pg.53.

Missionaries role is discussed in detail in Chapter 5. Did the cultural lag appeared all of the sudden
after 600 years of perfect harmony, or was it injected and provoked by Imperialist Powers, ready to
split the “sick man” while in bed?

15*, Leslie A Davis, The Slaughterhouse Province, A. D. Caratzas, New York, pg.18.

A negative prejudice; CUP and Dashnaks were buddies. Ziya Gokalp tried to give moral support by
speaking of cultural unity, hence the observation about Armenia’s being an ‘obstacle’, is not logical.
16*.David Fromkin, A Peace to End All Peace, Henry Holt and Co. NY, pg.266 — 267.

This commentary too has not been confirmed by other authors, but sounds convincingly to be true!
17*. John Freely, A History of Robert College, YKY, Istanbul pg.220

The U.S. had cut diplomatic relations after entering World War | on the side of Allies, but there was
no declaration of war between the Ottomans and the U.S. The relief and educational institutions’
activities were not hindered. However, we know that U.S. Navy took part in operations against
Turkey, and gave logistic and military aid to Greeks and Armenians.
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Chapter 4: LOYALTY AND INNOCENCE ... BY REVOLUTION!

Most of the “Genocide fanfare” scholars totally ignore the abundant books
and references about Armenian bravery and heroism in the wars they fought
against Turks only. They insist that all Armenians were innocent and loyal subjects
and have been subjected to the genocide of 1.5 million (almost double of the
population that existed in the Empire in the areas in question) and simply for the
fact that they were Christians and Armenians.

Known almost by all Armenians by rote, Article 6 of the Hunchak Party
Declaration reads:

“The time for general revolution (in Armenia) will be when a foreign power
attacks Turkey externally. The party will revolt internally”.

This chapter includes a wide range of incidents, expressed by anti-Turkish or
neutral writers, to serve as undeniable evidence, rather than hearsay of old wives’
tales or eyewitnesses that generalize one single incident if not reverted.
Contemporary Armenian postcards were showing heroes of terrorism, and in the
middle of the top row was Armen Garo ‘MP Pastermadijan’ who was the ringleader
of the raid on the Ottoman Bank. Various excerpts have been taken from his book
Why Armenia Should be Free, Boston, 1918, in which he makes no reference to
his expertise in terrorism but puts light on several incidents.

According to the “Rapport” presented by “Daschnaktzoutiun” at the 1910
“International Socialist Congress in Copenhagen” (French Print-Geneva, 1910,
Archive: Institut Emile Vandervelede - Bruxelles, Bibliotheque No. B.S.79238)
signed by M. Warandian, the Dashnaks have already written down, their plans for
their future revolutions in Turkey’'s mainly areas of Kastamonu, Bitlis and
Diyarbakir, and their perfect cooperation with the CUP, which came into power
later, and also with the other Christian members of the Parliament. It is clearly
stated, that for each village with Armenian population, they would have five to eight
trustworthy persons in the 30 - 50 age group, separately a ‘militant group of 30 to
50 fighters’, another ‘military group’ to procure arms, ‘auxiliary groups’ for finance
and logistics, as well as a ‘women’s group’ to serve as messengers between
different groups. These were to be organized in ‘mobile bands’ and this is what
exactly happened between the years 1914-22. This 31-page report gave details
about their propaganda and administrative publications covering Russia, Persia
and Turkey.

The Dashnaks prove to be very capable organizers be it in propaganda,
revolution or collections of donations or dues for the ‘cause’ that only their leaders
knew about. (A very new example of this capability is presented in the last chapter
of the book). The irony is that these ‘disastrous calamities’ taught nothing, and the
Dashnaks who were primarily responsible for the course of events and devastation,
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are still in power in the Diaspora and the little State of Armenia, and they ‘must
keep this show of antagonism going on’ because it provides jobs and a living for a
very large group of Dashnak rulers selling ‘victimization of Armenia and the need to
support them in the name of Christianity’ They also convinced their community
that they will succeed, and that Turkey will be obligated to pay compensations and/or
give up some land! This means ‘every Armenian will get a share’ of this “treasure”.

The information given in this chapter may compliment or overlap the contents
of other chapters, but it will certainly prove how innocent and loyal the Dashnak-
goaded Armenians were... Due to abundance of excerpts, the reader may read all
or call off when he thinks “that's enough” and glance at some commentary
footnotes in the reference section of the chapter.

“(in 1881) The decaying Russian Empire had become a breeding ground for
revolutionaries, anarchists and nihilists and the Armenians were beginning to suffer along
with all communities suspected of harboring revolutionary movements. Restrictions was
placed on their churches, schools and newspapers and as far as the national aspirations of
the Armenians were concerned, the Russians made it plain that they did not intend to allow
another Bulgaria to arise on their own borders. This hardening attitude towards the
Armenians was also a manifestation of Russia’s changing strategic priorities.” #1

“This rather left Britain out in the cold, but its own interests had hardly stood still since
the 1870s. The atmosphere in which Armenian reforms had first been formulated was the
fortuitously British and Armenian interests were running along parallel tracks. Britain wanted
to block the Russians and the Armenians wanted reforms. The best way of blocking the
Russians was by persuading the sultan to grant reforms that would redress the grievances
of the Armenians and thus deny the Russian their usual pretext for intervention.” #2

“The founders of the two main revolutionary parties were not Turkish-Armenians. The
Hunchakian Revolutionary Party was formed in Geneva in 1887 by seven Russian-
Armenian students, all in their twenties, who had left Russia to continue higher education in
Western Europe! None of them ever lived under the Turkish flag. The Armenian
Revolutionary Federation or Dashnaksutiun, a merger of various Armenian groups, primarily
in Russia, was founded in Tiblisi in 1890.” #3*

“About this time it was rumored that bombs and guns had been found in the
possession of certain persons who were thought to be members of Armenian revolutionary
societies conspiring against the Turkish Government.” #4

“THE NEW YORK TIMES”, Sept. 24,1896 SWORN TO RUIN THE PORTE - Armenian
Societies Active in Constantinople - They Receive Orders from a Secret Central
Committee - They Are Responsible for Recent Disturbances — France Has Begun
Negotiations to Settle the Turkish Question, with the Aid of England and Russia...”.
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“Abdulhamid had been attempting to negotiate with the Dashnaks for months and the
attack on the bank seems to have coincided with the failure of these talks. Far from being
intimidated by what had already happened, the Dashnaks warned more attacks were
already being planned. In the meantime those revolutionaries who had survived the raid
were sailing into exile and bunting was fluttering from steam launches and yachts along the
Bosphorus to mark Sultan’s accession day (Sept. 30t).” #5*

“One Victorian worthy wrote another, ‘Here is a nation in the freshness of a new life,
burning to go on the noblest of crusades and our loathsome Jew (Disraeli) wants us to stop
them’. - In 1896, 20 Armenian terrorists seized the Ottoman Bank in Stamboul to draw
attention to their plight. It was the signal for a general massacre of Armenians throughout
Constantinople, directed by the Porte. - The terrorists surrendered to an English director of
the bank, in return for safe conduct out of the country aboard a banker’s private yacht. - In
1909, 30,000 Armenians were butchered in Cilicia - as always, in the name of God, the Al
merciful, the All compassionate.” #6*

“The lot of the Armenians did not improve. The recent massacres were the one topic
of conversation among them, and the Armenian Revolutionary Federation continued its
activities, although in a more subdued manner. Wild rejoicing among Armenians, and great
hopes for the future arose with the Young Turk Revolution of 1908. Armenians cooperated
with the CUP. A few steps were in fact, made toward realizing the Armenian hopes” #7

“The peasant mass was not very vocal. Higher classes of Ottoman Armenians wished
rather for a regenerated and orderly Turkey and thought that autonomy would be possible
only within Turkey and not under Russian domination. The Huntchak and Dashnakzouthiun
were socialist and revolutionary though their program was subject to change. But the
position of the Dashnakzouthiun, otherwise called the Armenian Revolutionary Federation,
is fairly clear. It was easily the leading society by this time, claiming for itself in 1907 a
membership of 165,000. The Dashnaks had cooperated with the Young Turks in the 1908
Revolution and continued to work with them until 1913. They were socialist and
revolutionary and had stores of arms, but they restricted their actions for the most part of
cultural and legal plane after the revolution...They did not believe that Russian occupation
of Armenia would bring them more freedom, though it would bring more order. Varandian,
writing as a member of the Dashnaks, asked reforms and autonomy for Turkish Armenia,
saying that a complete separation of Armenia from Turkey was ethnographically and
geographically impossible.” #8*

“By the beginning of 1913, the Dashnaks and CUP representing the Young Turk now
in power, were becoming strained. When the Balkan wars broke out, Armenians saw both
an example of a fight for freedom and an opportunity for action. The magazine Pro-Armenia
reappeared in Paris. Armenians resident in Japan and Burma, sent appeals to the Hague
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Court. Armenia, printed in the U.S., carried articles directed at awakening world opinion for
reform. Russia wanted to help the Armenians to secure liberty and safety in Turkey. The
real Russian motives are more obscure and there was apparently a conflict on policy within
Russia itself. The immediate object of the czarist government seems to have been simply
the establishment of Russian control over reform administration.” #9

“These people had been told officially and unofficially that if they assisted the Allies in
the war against the Turks, the Allies would take care that they would have national
independence and be protected. Almost nothing was done.” #10

From: Report A53A/1915/1712 - Adana, 13 March 1915:

(Conversation of Naval Ataché Humann & Enver)

“Several times after the bombardment of the Turkish barbarous by the English war-ships,
the British came on land without any difficulty and went to the Armenians in Dort Yol to do
their shopping. Some Armenians dealt with the English out of greed, while others were
disgruntled on account of this, since they realized that the government would watch all this
and would eventually blame all for the actions of a few... *

‘From all these and occurrences one cannot deduct that the Armenians had any
kind of organization for the purpose of a conspiracy or revolution. But one can
surely say, that the arrival of the warships and their aggressive behavior generated
joy among the majority of the Christian populace and especially Armenians, and if
it should ever be possible for the English or French to reach land, they would be
extremely welcomed by the Christians.”

“THE NEW YORK TIMES, Nov. 10,1914: RUSSIANS TAKE TURKS' FOR NEAR
ERZURUM - In Pursuit of Kurdish Cavalry — Armenian Students Enthusiastic
Volunteers in Petrograd....”

“THE NEW YORK TIMES, Nov. 13, 1914: TURKISH ARMENIANS IN ARMED REVOLT -
Were Ready to Join Russian Invaders Having Drilled and Collected Arms. See Day of
Deliverance. Native Paper Says They Are Prepared for Any Sacrifice — Refuse to Join
Turkish Army

Petrograd, Nov. 12,: Reports reaching the Russian capital from the Turkish border
attach increasing importance to the part the Armenians are playing in the Russo - Turkish
war “

“The Russians gave 2,400,000 rubles to the Dashnaks to arm the Ottoman-
Armenians. They began distributing weapons to Armenians in the Caucasus and Iran in
September, 1914. In that month, seven months before the Deportations were ordered,
Armenian attacks on Ottoman soldiers and officials began. Deserters from the Ottoman
Army at first formed into what officials called ‘bandit gangs.” They attacked conscription
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officers, tax collectors, gendarmerie outposts, and Moslems on the roads. By December, a
general revolt had erupted in the province of Van. Roads and telegraph lines were cut,
gendarmerie outposts attacked, and Moslem villages burned, their inhabitants killed. The
revolt soon grew: in December, near the Kotur Pass, which the Ottomans had to hold to
defend against Russian invasion from Iran, a large Armenian battle group defeated units of
the Ottoman Army, kiling 400 Ottoman soldiers and forcing the army to retreat to
Saray.’(Justin McCarthy Briefing in 2005 at Turkish National Assembly)

Extending across the Anatolian peninsula, the Baghdad railway zone was the object
of his concern; it represented a heavy investment and contained many Armenians within its
borders. From January 1913 onward the German diplomats and particularly Wangenheim at
Constantinople expressed fear of a Russian partition of Anatolia. He described the Russian
policy as one of deliberate provocation of incidents to provide an excuse for intervention and
annexation. At times, his reports grew almost fantastic, saying at one moment that Russians
were arming the Kurds to attack Armenians and at the next day, the Russians were causing
Kurds and Armenians to ally in revolt. He realized that the Armenian complaints were just
and advocated German cooperation with Turkey to make reform effective. In this way,
Russian interference would be avoided for which Turks would be grateful to Germany; in
addition, the Armenians would see Germany as their friend. The main object of Germany
must be to prevent partition, for the Baghdad Railway sphere was too large and nebulous as
yet to fall to her completely. Germany must, nevertheless, insure herself against all
contingencies. Therefore, in a sphere 400 km. wide, reaching from the Eskisehir-Adalia line
to the Persian frontier and including Van, Aleppo and Alexandretta, Germany should put
forth every effort to increase her influence by means of more consulates, experts and
merchants and missions and schools. Such a sphere would, Wangenheim acknowledged
would clash with France in Aleppo and Russia in Van, but he maintained it nevertheless and
with his conclusions, Foreign Secretary Jagow agreed. ‘To go away empty-handed’ said the
latter, ‘would be second Morocco for us'. The warship Goeben was stationed off Mersina in
early- May, to prevent Armenian incidents.” “ #11*

“THE NEW YORK TIMES, Jan. 8, 1915: FROM AMERICA TO FIGHT - Detachment of
Armenians Welcomed Enthusiastically in Tiflis....”

“But Curzon opposed the Foreign Office view of a large Armenia where Armenians
would be in a decided minority...If there were not a large Armenian state, the Turks would
have a direct connection between Anatolia and the Turkish population in the Caucasus,
which was exactly what the British wished to avoid, so far as Pan-Turanism was concerned.
Robert Cecil agreed with Curzon that it would be very difficult to have one mandatory for
Armenia and another for the Caucasus Republics. He admitted that the Americans did have
a sentimental interest in Armenia, but he was convinced that they would never go to the
Caucasus. They would ‘never be there permanently; they cannot’. So, it was proposed to
recommend the creation of Armenia, ‘under the aegis of the French'. The Indian Secretary

41



THE GENOCIDE OF TRUTH

of State, Montague agreed. It was ‘difficult’ to get the Americans to undertake the Armenian
mandate. The Foreign Office was of the view, therefore, that a French mandate over
Armenia and Caucasus would provide the best practical solution.” #12*

“THE NEW YORK TIMES, Sept. 29, 1915: ARMENIANS’ OWN FAULT,
BERNSTORFF NOW SAYS - They Brought Reprisals on Themselves by Trying to
Stir Up Rebellion Against Turkey - Special to NYT *

“Curzon, who usually gave the impression that his views are ‘rigid and inflexible’, but
who, according to Lord Beaverbrook had a talent for being on ‘both sides of every
controversy’, now joined the Cabinet in its expression of satisfaction. Only in the case of
disorder could the Allies have the right to occupy the six provinces.” #13*

‘Even before the Armistice, Armenians had been alarmed by rumors of
abandonment.” #14

“If either Cyprus or Rhodes took their women and children, the Armenians could
make ‘an important diversion from the Dardanelles’. Grey however did not favor the
acceptance of these refugees in either Egypt or Cyprus, which had Moslem communities...
It was for the French Government to arrange for their temporary accommodation at Rhodes
or their transport to Algeria. Thus in 1915, all proposals to form Armenian volunteer groups
under British direction were rejected. In 1917, however, it was the British authorities who
tried hard to recruit Armenian manpower in the Caucasus...” #15*

“Boghos Nubar, the President of the Armenian National Delegation in Paris, who had
‘assiduously’ worked in the cause of Armenia, warmly congratulated Great Britain —
Champion of ‘justice’: the day was Nov. 11, 1918. The mightiest country in the world and
the other victorious powers were sympathetic towards Armenia; and the Turkish
Government ‘if not cowed, was subservient'.” #16*

“Colonel F.R. Maunsell of the War Office recommended the creation of both a separate
state of Armenia and separate state of Kurdistan, Armenia occupying the country round
Mount Ararat and Lake Van and including Erzurum and Black Sea ports of Trabzon and
Giresun. The belt of country to the south should form Kurdistan. The Indian Secretary of
State, Edwin Montague suggested a ‘large Armenia’. Avetis Aharonian, the president of the
Republic of Armenia’s delegation in Paris, likewise implored for a mandatory and offered to
put the Armenian Army under Allied supervision.” #17*

“...evidence of some self-reliance and political ability in Armenia; that the continued
existence of Armenia is an autonomous state dependent on Armenian efforts and capacity
and cannot be based on foreign armies or foreign money’. On Nov. 12, Aharonian called
on Sir John Tilley at the Foreign Office and after expressing his ‘warmest’ thanks for the
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arms and fuel oil Britain had supplied, described ‘the terrible situation’ in which Armenia
found herself. He said their ‘only hope’ was in armed intervention by Britain. Tilley told him
‘that was entirely out of question’. Aharonian then suggested the formation of an army of
Armenian volunteers from different parts of the world concentrating at a base on some
Greek island. That too was ‘wholly impracticable’. Aharonian then asked how the powers
contemplated executing the Turkish Treaty. Tilley told him that the powers could execute
immediately that which related to Constantinople and the Straits. Then they would organize
‘Turkish’ forces with which they hoped it would be possible gradually ‘to pacify Anatolia’. So,
the Treaty of Sevres regarding the Armenian clauses and the Eastern provinces, would only
be carried out through pacifying Anatolia by ‘Turkish’ forces. When Aharonian urged how
important it was for Britain to prevent the Turks and Russians joining hands, Tilley replied he
was afraid ‘Aharonian must expect nothing’. Referring to the above interview, he recorded
on another page: ‘I made it quite clear that it was ‘fully out of question’ that HMG should
send any military aid of any kind or accept a mandate or do anything whatever to render
assistance — even the sending of arms being now precluded by the Turkish advance’.
Earlier, Lord Curzon had expressed his view that ‘no reply need be returned’. Meanwhile,
the Turkish Army was sweeping deep into pre-war Russian Armenia. Appeals were sent to
King George V by the Catholicos at Etchmiadzin and to speaker of the House of Commons
on behalf of 25,000 Armenians in California. In their desperation, the Armenians and their
friends also tried to mobilize the League of Nations.” #18*

“A province that earlier had been known as the ‘slaughterhouse’ province thus had
become a place of relative security for its Armenian population. The lot of the survivors was
still extremely difficult, especially after the break of diplomatic relations between the U.S.
and Turkey in the spring of 1917, ended the flow of American relief funds. However, the
deportations at least had finally stopped.

Trabzon: Estimates of the Armenian population in the city of Trabzon range between
6,000 —10,000. The Armenian community in the city had an active revolutionary organization
Local Armenians told the Austrian consul in January, 1914 that the Russians were supplying
arms to the revolutionaries and had promised to intervene once an uprising was underway.
A search for weapons conducted in March, 1914 yielded a large number of rifles and led to
arrests. Overall, though, as German consul Dr. Heinrich Bergfeld noted, the searches of
houses had been carried out with consideration. The Armenians themselves had told him
this. The fact that the Armenians enjoyed full security, Bergfeld added, was all the more
remarkable since the Armenians made no secret of their sympathy for the Allies and spread
ridiculous rumors, such as the fall of the Dardanelles and of Constantinople ..." #19*

A53a/1915 - Notes of Conversation between Naval Attaché. Humann and Enver Pasha,

6 Aug. 1915:

“Enver further related the numerous warnings which he had given the Armenian Patriarch at
the beginning of the war, pointing out at the same time the praise Sassonov had given in the
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Duma to the “loyal” Armenians in Turkey. Induced and incited by Russian agents, the
Armenians have waged war so thoroughly against the Ottoman population that in the Vilayet
of Van, which used to boast 150 000 Turks, only 30 000 Muslims are alive. Moreover, Enver
is also aware of a conspiracy, whereby 30 000 Armenians in the area around Adabazar-
Ismid wanted to support a Russian landing at Sakarya.”

“Mugerditch for some time had been urging the Armenians of Urfa to start armed
resistance, and by the end of August he finally prevailed. The Armenians, writes Jernazian,
had now ‘realized that the pitiable condition of the Armenian refugees from other cities could
be theirs, too... Almost all of the influential people who had always opposed the decision to
resist in the past were already dead.’ Just at this point, Jernazian relates, an order arrived
from Constantinople to stop the deportations. The order in question must have been the
directive of August 29%, which stated that ‘aside from those who have already been
transferred and relocated, no additional Armenians are to be removed.’ Jernazian informed
Mugerditch of this order and inquired whether he might not wish to postpone the uprising,
but the guerrilla leader rejected the idea. Jernazian quotes him saying: ‘Badveli, the people
refused to defend themselves at the right time. Now | don’t care whether this is the wrong
time or not.’ The next Turkish aggression against the Armenians of Urfa was going to be
resisted on the spot. It is not known whether the Armenian community at large was informed
of the directive commanding an end to the deportations.

... Church bells rang to signal the start of the uprising. According to a long-existing
plan, barricades were set up around the Armenian quarter. The Armenians, writes
Jernazian, had ‘resolved to die honorably rather than submit to being trapped and
slaughtered.” Led by the charismatic Mugerditch, the resistance of the Armenian fighters in
the heavily fortified stone houses lasted 16 days and was finally broken only with the help of
a newly arrived contingent of 6,000 Turkish troops equipped with heavy artillery. The chief of
staff of the Turkish general in command of these troops was German officer Eberhard Count
Wollskeel von Reichenberg, who several times himself commanded the attackers. He is the
only German officer known personally to have participated in the killing of Armenians.” #20*

“The surrender of the rebels took place on Oct. 16%. Mugerditch, who had been
wounded several days’ earlier, committed suicide in order not to fall into the hands of the
Turks. Others are said to have shot their wives, children and then themselves. According to
Kiinzler, several Armenian men and women committed acts of betrayal by pointing out
hiding places. This was understandable, he contends, because a large majority of the
Armenians had opposed the uprising but had been forced to endure the ill-fated rebellion.
‘Betrayal was their revenge.’ The fighters who surrendered were executed. Prisoners in one
large batch, writes Glockler, ‘were marched off to a neighboring ravine and shot. Another lot
of about 100, they tied together and shot to death against the mission wall.” Still others were
tried by court-martial and then were hanged in groups of five, six, or seven in different
quarters of the city. According to the Turkish commander, his losses in the suppression of
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the uprising were 20 killed and 50 wounded; Consul Rdssler spoke of 50 dead and about
125 wounded. As soon as the fighting had ended, Glockler reports, Kurdish men, women,
and children swarmed in from the neighboring villages and began to loot the Armenian
houses. They even stripped the dead bodies of the clothing they wore...Those who clearly
had not belonged to the revolutionaries and the women and children were spared...

Whether the Armenians of Urfa might have been able to avert this horrible outcome if
they had refrained from staging a rebellion will never be known...Little more than a year later
a large number of Armenians were again living in Urfa. Finding themselves without
pharmacists, bakers, tanners, shoemakers, weavers, or other artisans and merchants...”
#21

“...the people of Urfa petitioned Cemal Pasha for relief. He ordered that 2,500 such
persons and their families be released from the Armenian camp at Rakka, south of and
about three days’ travel away from Urfa. Rdssler reported in February, 1917 that these
craftsmen were living in Urfa ‘relatively well and safely.” Jernazian calls them ‘forced
laborers’, but acknowledges that they were able to move freely during off-duty hours. When
he left the country in May, 1917, Jackson writes, over 6,000 Armenians were back in the
city, though, according to Kiinzler, they were under pressure to convert. Kiinzler also took
care of about 2,500 Armenian orphans as well as more than 2,000 women and children who
had been in hiding and needed help. During the winter of 1917-18 food in Urfa was in such
short supply that many died of starvation. After the war had ended, in the summer of 1919,
the number of Armenians in Urfa was estimated to be ‘several thousand.” The Swiss relief
worker making this report noted that some children taken into Moslem homes and girls
married to Moslems were reluctant to be ‘liberated’ and preferred staying...” #22*

On August 26™, 1896, Armenian terrorists raided the Ottoman Bank, taking hostages in
the process. This was the sad culmination of a year, which had already seen more than its
share of violence. This time, the operation was masterminded by the Armenian Dashnak
Party. They saw this spectacular raid as a chance to catch up with their competition, the
Armenian Hunchak Party, which was responsible for almost all the other acts of terrorism in
1896.

Three Armenians from the Caucasus (which was already in Russian hands at that
time) executed the raid. Their ringleader, Karakin Pasdermadjian, would later be elected
delegate to the National Assembly from Erzurum (1908) and lead a group of Armenian
volunteers fighting for the Russian side against the Ottomans in World War I. On August 26,
the terrorists forced their way into the bank, threw bombs, barricaded themselves in with
sacks full of silver coins, and fired wildly in all directions. They took hostages and insisted
that their list of demands be published and met. This operation served as a model for all
terrorists to come, and the style of this type of terrorist raid has remained largely
unchanged. ...After the standard negotiations that are always held in cases of hostage
taking and death threats, the General Director of the Ottoman Bank, Sir Edgar Vincent,
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entered the besieged building along with the head dragoman of the Imperial Russian
Embassy, Maximoff. Their negotiations ended with a guarantee that the terrorists could
leave the country safely. This also set a precedent which is still valid today. The 17
insurgents probably expected the entire British and French fleets to turn up at Istanbul and
give them festive welcome. While this did not happen, it was nonetheless aboard the
sumptuous private yacht of Sir Edgar Vincent himself that the gang made its getaway. They
later boarded the French warship La Gironde."#23*

“In 1914, a Dashnaktsutiun Party Congress was held here. The Dashnaks regarded
Erzurum as the capital of a future ‘Greater Armenia’...The outbreak of World War |
represents a decisive turning point in the history of the Armenian people. It was on the eve
of the Ottoman Empire’s entry into the war on the side of the Central Powers (which did not
come until the beginning of November) that the revolutionary Dashnaktsutiun held its
congress in Erzurum. There are widely differing accounts of the events of the congress,
especially concerning the attitude of the delegates towards the Ottoman State...Hovhannes
Kachaznuni, who was later to become prime minister of the independent Armenian
Republic, did, however, present a statement concerning this matter to the Bucharest
Congress of the Dashnaktsutiun in July, 1923: ‘At the beginning of the fall of 1914 when
Turkey had not yet entered the war but had already been making preparations, Armenian
revolutionary bands began to be formed in Transcaucasia (i.e., in czarist Russia, editor's
note) with great enthusiasm and, especially with much uproar. Contrary to the decision
taken during their general meeting at Erzurum only a few weeks before, the AR.F.
(Armenian Revolutionary Federation — Dashnaksutyun) had active participation in the
formation of the bands and their future military action against Turkey'...After commenting
briefly on the (for Hovhannes Kachaznuni) distressing fact that the A.R.F. of Transcaucasia
had never stuck to its decisions, the former prime minister of the Republic of Armenia
continued: 'It would be useless to argue today whether our bands of volunteers should have
entered the field or not. Historical events have their irrefutable logic. In the fall of 1914,
Armenian volunteer bands organized themselves and fought against the Turks because
they could not refrain’ themselves from fighting. This was an inevitable result of psychology
on which the Armenian people had nourished itself during an entire generation: that
mentality should have found its expression and did so ... If the formation of bands was
wrong, the root of that error must be sought much further and more deeply. The winter of
1914 and the spring of 1915 were the periods of greatest enthusiasm and hope for all the
Armenians in the Caucasus, including, of course, the Dashnaktzoutiun. We had no doubt
the war would end with the complete victory of the Allies; Turkey would be defeated and
dismembered, and its Armenian population would at last be liberated...We had embraced
Russia wholeheartedly without any compunction. Without any positive basis of fact we
believed that the czarist government would grant us a more or-less broad self-government
in the Caucasus and in the Armenian provinces liberated from Turkey as a reward for our
loyalty, our efforts and assistance.” #24*
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This picture appeared in the Armenian-American journal Azk on March 2m, 1915,
That means it was taken at least three months before the Ottoman Government's relocation
order, which was issued in the wake of constant armed uprisings behind the front. The
photo shows Hunchaks who fought against the Ottomans on the Caucasian front. For the
most part, these were deserters who stood out for their cruelty against the civilian
population... Armenian uprising behind the Ottoman front, February-March 1915. Among
the faces in this photo is that of Papkene (standing, far left) who had already helped
organize the raid on the Ottoman Bank, in 1896.” #25*

“ ... Missionaries were only a factor in the bad feeling between Armenians and Turks.
In 1453, when the Turks had taken Constantinople, they already controlled a vast territory
previously part of the old Armenian Kingdom (the Armenian kingdom had lost its vast
vestige of statehood around 1375). In time, the Ottoman Empire expanded and overran
other areas. The Turks leniently treated the Armenians, who became the favorite non-
Moslem minority of the Ottoman Government. Then in the Turco-Russian wars of the 1820s
and 1870s (the second followed by the Treaty of Berlin of 1878), Russia obtained parts of
Sultan's domain largely populated by Armenians. As reprisals for Russian attacks, Turks
razed Armenian villages in 1877-78 and killed thousands of Armenians, particularly at
Dogubeyazit. The creation of a Czarist Armenia intensified humiliation among the separated
Russian and Turkish-Armenians. The Treaty of Berlin made a token statement on behalf of
Armenians, who incorrectly interpreted this comment as a commitment to their freedom.
Russia wanted to absorb the Armenians. Britain had a limited interest in an independent
Armenia, which would be both inaccessible and peripheral to the route to India. The Treaty
of Berlin stimulated nationalism among Russian and Turkish-Armenians without Western
guarantees of aid, and upped the jitters among Turks without controls on Ottoman hostility.
Influenced by French and Marxist socialism, Armenians (primarily Russian) sought to force
a European interposition by starting revolutionary movements. The Hunchakian party
appeared in 1887 (but fragmented within a decade) and the ‘Dashnaksuithiun’ (Armenian
Revolutionary Federation) in 1890. The only important solely Turkish-Armenian group, the
‘Armenakan,” was founded in 1885 and stressed education and self-defense rather than
revolt.” #26*

“Beylerbeyi Palace on the Bosphorus, one of the masterpieces of Ottoman-Armenian
architect, Agop Bey Balyan, was the scene of a meeting between Sultan Abdulhamid and
Russian Grand Duke Nicholas. At the beginning of the war, the Armenians had solemnly
declared their loyalty to the Ottoman Empire, but in the Ottomans’ hour of greatest need, the
Armenians, who had always been the ‘loyal millet' in the past, ran to the Russians and tried
to take advantage of the situation. The Ottomans could never forget this breach of faith.
Ottoman-Armenian relations started becoming more difficult from that moment on.
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(Patriarch said in return to the local Armenian community’s discomfort from those
coming from Armenia): More than discomfort there is a lack of confidence. The Armenian
community does not trust these people, they say you cannot trust their word; they promise
but don't do it". #27*

“The Armenian Patriarch of Istanbul (1874-84), Nerses Il Vartabejian, wrote Lord
Salisbury on April 13, 1877 that co-existence between Armenians and Turks was
impossible and that the only solution was to be the creation of an ‘autonomous Christian
organization’ (in other words a Christian state) based on the Lebanese model...” #28*

“The Anatolian Armenian units were most invaluable behind the Ottoman lines,
cutting telegraph wires and engaging in other ‘commando’ attacks. They also served as
advance units of the Russian Army in numerous campaigns. The Armenians, however, were
more valuable to the Russians by keeping Ottoman soldiers from the front. This was
particular true in regions such as Van, Zeytun, and Musa Dagh where major insurrections
kept thousands of Ottoman soldiers occupied. Eastern Anatolia was in the state of perpetual
insurrection, and the Ottomans were forced to keep many soldiers far behind the lines to
protect the population... Armenian soldiers, officers and doctors serving in the Turkish
Army, took every opportunity to escape with their weapons and join the Russian Army. It
was later observed on many occasions during the most critical moments of battle, the
position of Turkish munitions and reserves were pointed out to the Russians. Moreover,
Armenians serving in the Ottoman Army were inciting Turkish soldiers to desert, thus
creating confusion and defeatism in the battle lines. Some Armenians behind the lines
constantly communicated with the Armenians in the Russian Army, informing the position
and state of the Turkish units. Encrypted messages exchanged between them were
frequently intercepted...In January 1915, there were signs of rebellion among the Zeytun
Armenians again. They attacked the homes of government officials and gendarmes. Many
sick and wounded Turkish soldiers, sent home, were brutally murdered on the road by the
Armenians. In many villages of the Elazig region, Armenians opened fire on the gendarmes.
On February 9™, two gendarmes were sent to the Sekur Village of Gargar, but were driven
away after having been told that the government orders would henceforth not be obeyed.
Eight gendarmes were then came to the scene, but were fired upon by the Armenians from
fortified positions, and six of them were killed.” #29

‘Referring to the ‘radical, almost socialistic tendencies’ of the Armenian leaders,
Mallet observed that ‘the Armenians formed, at most, a third of the total population of the
northeastern provinces, but they were organized and armed with rifles’, not only in that area,
but also in Adana province. Their ‘relative preparedness’ had alarmed the authorities, who,
in the Adana province, had artillery ready to quell resistance, and who, in the Erzurum
province, were arming the local people. The Armenians, however, might ‘well respond to a
signal for revolution from the Dashnakists, were the moment propitious’, remarked Mallet.
The Dashnakists had established ascendancy out of all proportion to their numbers by
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terrorist methods, and those who refused to be enrolled by them, had their trees cut down
and their sheep driven off; they generally suffered, Mallet believed. Many cases had recently
been reported to British consular officers.” #30*

“As soon as the hostilities broke out, Karekin Pastermadjian, the Armenian deputy for
Erzurum in the Ottoman parliament, known by his revolutionary name of Armen Garo,
crossed the frontier and joined the Russian forces together with all the Armenian officers
and men in the Ottoman 3¢ Army. After a short while, he returned with them and indulged in
a number of atrocities against ordinary, innocent Moslems. Even Armenian writer Richard
Hovannisian admitted that ‘several prominent Ottoman Armenians, including a former MP,
slipped away to the Caucasus to collaborate with the Russian military officials, making it
clear that the Armenians would do everything to frustrate Ottoman military action. As a
result of these incidents, the Ottoman armies disarmed the Armenian soldiers and
gendarmes, placed them in work battalions and employed them in construction and
transport work. Many Armenians went on deserting from the Army, and committed
numerous atrocities, thus giving much anxiety to the Turks who began to worry least the
Armenians living in the eastern provinces might revolt in similar fashion and attack them.”
#31*

“In March, Armenian insurgents indulged in numerous atrocities against the civilian
Moslem population of a number of villages. The victims included women and children. As
usual, the Dashnakists were involved. This party bore a major portion of responsibility, for it
was often the leading force in perpetrating these massacres. The Dashnakists organized
bands, recruited mainly from Armenian Army deserters, who would attack the Moslems and
often exterminate the population of entire villages, as confirmed by Vorontsov-Dashkov, who
had himself made use of such bands. At the All-Armenian National Congress held in Thilisi,
in February 1915, it was revealed that the Russian Government had given the Dashnakists
242,000 roubles to arm the Turkish-Armenians and to provoke their uprising at an opportune
moment, as revealed by B.A. Borian, an Armenian writer. In March, Dashnakists bands
attacked a small gendarmerie detachment, between Zeytun and Maras; there was a full-
scale rebellion among the Armenians of Van province, who were armed with Russian
weapons” #32*

“As these incidents continued, on March 3, Mikael Varandian, the delegate of the
Armenian committee in Sofia, Bulgaria, requested Sir H. Bax-Ironside the British Minister
there, to ask the British Government whether it could use the services of 20,000 Armenian
volunteers to operate a descent upon the coast of Cilicia, in the region of Alexandretta. Half
of the men were ready in America and the rest in the Balkans. Several committees existed
for sending the men to the destination to be chosen by the British Government: Cyprus was
suggested as a base. The Armenian committee hoped that, by their cooperation in the
conquest of the region, they would secure its being placed under British protection.” #33
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‘Meanwhile, Lord Bryce had received representations from the Armenian
organizations in America regarding the prisoners at Sumerpur, India, taken from the
Ottoman Army in Mesopotamia. They were stated to ‘desire intensely’ to serve in the British
Army in Mesopotamia against the Turks, or if that was not considered desirable, to join the
Armenian volunteer contingent in the Caucasus or to look after Armenian refugees. The
Viceroy of India considered their employment in Mesopotamia undesirable, but there would
be no objection to their employment elsewhere. On June 30, 1916, the War Office
suggested their being drafted into Armenian Labor Corps employed in the defenses of the
Suez Canal. But the General Officer in command did not wish to use them in that capacity
owing to some trouble having arisen already in that unit.” #34*

“THE NEW YORK TIMES Oct. 18, 1916: THE KIND OF ARMENIANS A TURK KNOWS
- They Betray Their Rulers, Take Refuge in Christian Missions, and Have to be Dealt
With as Dangerous Rebels...”

“If England would not act, suggested G.W.E. Russell, Russia was well-placed
militarily and geographically to take the responsibility for the Armenians herself and even to
occupy Istanbul ‘if necessary’. Even Wilfred Scanwen Blunt, a fierce opponent of British
intervention in Egypt, supported it for the sake of the Armenians:

We have taken the Armenians solemnly by treaty under our protection, receiving
substantial payment from their master for the protective right on the island of Cyprus. We
have encouraged them for our own purposes to organize themselves and rebel, and the
Sultan has now got them by the throat and backed by Europe is defying us to come on and
deliver them. If we do not go to war, we shall be sitting down under the greatest affront we
ever suffered as a nation. We bombarded Alexandria because a couple of hundred of the
Alexandrian rabble, with Sir Beauchamp Seymour’s valet, had lost their lives. Here some
scores of thousands of peaceful citizens have perished through our fault and we have done
nothing but talk.  #35*

“Fearing an insurrection among Christian minorities, Ottoman leaders became
neurotic about American colleges which had an Armenian clientele. In 1892, Turks set fire to
a missionary’s house, and in 1893, the Ottoman police burned an unfinished building of the
American Board School at Merzifon, Anatolia College; the police hoped to drive the foreign
Protestants out of north-central Asia Minor. The student body of Anatolia College included
94 Armenians, 23 Greeks, and three Turks. Among the teachers, Turks claimed there were
two members of an Armenian revolutionary organization who had posted at the school
treasonous placards printed on a college duplicator. The placards asked for a British
takeover of the Ottoman Empire. In his memoirs, Missionary George White of Anatolia
College denied that the placards came from college duplicators. White is probably right.
Revolutionaries outside Anatolia apparently put signs on campus to create an incident
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inviting Western intervention. Turks charged the two Anatolia teachers with treason and
condemned them to death; officials also arrested and executed several Merzifon
Armenians”. #36*

“In the spring of 1919, it became clear how much better it would have been for
everyone concerned if the Armenians of Izmir had also been moved sooner, since they did
everything they could to harm their Turkish compatriots in the course of the Greek invasion.
Certain Armenians truly distinguished themselves in the first days of the Greek occupation
of Izmir with acts of violence against the Turks...When the terror in Izmir had gotten totally
out of hand, the Greeks were finally forced to take action against their own supporters in
order to stop the murdering and looting. Two Armenian agitators were among those
condemned to death...The report of the Bristol Commission, which can be found in the
Library of Congress in Washington, contains an assessment of the situation by an Allied
officer. He speaks explicitly of Armenian gangs pillaging the Turkish villages in the area
between Izmir and Istanbul, particularly around Yalova and Gemlik. These gangs also
‘cleansed’ the area of Turks, since it was to be ruled only by Greeks and Armenians in the
future.” #37*

“... forces marched into Izmir, a devastating fire broke out in the Armenian quarter of
the city. 25,000 buildings, amounting to half the entire city, were reduced to ashes. Fire
brigades ran around helplessly, searching in vain for water supplies. The cisterns were
empty, fire hoses cut, and water supplies cut off.

This ‘holokauston’ was the greatest ‘burnt-offering’ ever made in the lands of the
ancient world. It may well have been the work of the Dashnaks. If so, it is second only to the
annihilation of Van (spring, 1915) on the list of most appalling Dashnak terrorist acts ever to
plague the world. The arsonists naturally spread the rumor throughout the world that the
Turks had laid waste to the second largest, second richest and second-most beautiful city in
Anatolia on the day of their triumphant entry!...The world public swallowed this nonsense,
just as they had swallowed the earlier reports of atrocity with great satisfaction. The tale of
the